
We often find ourselves in situations that we have no control over. We feel alone, 
unable to get results. We cry over the situation, filled with grief, unable to see real 
answers. We feel like Hagar, when she and her son were kicked out of their home 
into a world they were not familiar with, hungry, thirsty, and alone - with no 
provision. At the brink of desperation, Hagar had a breakthrough. 
“And God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water and she went in and filled 
the bottle with water and gave to the child to drink.” Genesis 21:19. 
The well was always there, but Hagar was unable to find it. Her mind was confused 
and embittered toward her mistress Sarah who had expelled her and her only child. 
 
But when she forgot her troubles with Sarah, and turned to God, and prayed for 
help, her eyes were open and she looked around and there was the well. 
 
The same is true for us, our spiritual vision is cut off when we are so discouraged, 
and all we can see is what’s going on, and what has happened to us. We become 
blind and we fail to see the things that are around us. But when we turn to God, our 
eyes are opened, and God guides us. We begin to see resources that were always 
there to help us. 
 
I have a spiritual brother who was a salesperson. At every company where he 
worked he was always the number one salesperson. Being number one came with 
perks. In addition to bonuses, the leading salesperson was featured on the 
company’s magazine cover. One month he was told to stay in the office for half of 
the month and allow someone else the opportunity to be the leading salesperson 
and be on the cover of the magazine.  
 
At first, he was discouraged, but then he took his eyes off the situation and put his 
eyes on God. While confined to the office, he was led to study the company’s 
resources. He found out the company had an oversupply of wood in the 
warehouses. So, he sat in the office the first 15 days of the month and made phone 
calls to companies he thought could use the wood. He sold wood to billboard 
companies, park bench companies, and other companies that needed wood. In the 
last 15 days of the month he sold more than he did the whole year! 
 
When we take our eyes off the problem and look to God and His resources, we open 
the door for answers and opportunities to come flooding in. Turn to God, look to 
him and answers will come.  
 
Bishop Larry G. Mack, Jr. 
Senior Pastor 
Greater Dreams Church 
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That I May Know Him 

On May 10th Paster Mack preached a sermon called, " That I may know 
Him." While it is true that many people proclaim to be believers, a large 
percentage have a superficial knowledge of God. They only know of Him 
through the stories they've read in the Bible or from tales passed 

down from their forefathers about how God's supernatural intervention 
saved the day. Knowing of God is not enough for the true believer. As 
followers of Christ, we must put in the time it takes to develop a 
personal relationship with God, we must begin to know Him intimately. 

Bishop Mack explains that to know the word of God is to know the will of 
God. God's will is His word. His word is His will. He only wants good 
things for us, His thoughts toward us are good. His word is truth and 
does not change. He is the same today as He was yesterday and will be 
forevermore. He can show you where you were poisoned in your past 
and give you the antidote. He can go back to the future and show you 
things that are to come, to shape your destiny. He can speak audibly in 
your ear, giving you a right now word for the predicament that you are 
in. God can work inside or outside of time. He can work inside or outside 
of space, but He cannot do anything outside of his own word or will, for 
He is not a man that He should lie or need to repent. As we become 
more acquainted with the word of God, we become more acquainted 
with the Lord Himself as He is the word made flesh. Through studying 
the word of God, His characteristics and attributes are revealed to us. 
God has spoken His word to us through the entire Bible, from Genesis 
1:1 through Revelation 22:21. God is still talking, He wants to give us a 
Rama word for today. We have to be able to distinguish His voice from 
the noise and the counterfeit. We have to be able to commune with Him 
spirit-to-spirit. The Lord will communicate with us in the following ways; 
by inner witness, (having an unction deep in your soul), by Revelation, 
(given insight and wisdom) by His voice, (having a two-way conversation 

with the Lord) by visions or by dreams Our enemy, the devil, will try to 
deceive us into believing that his voice is that of God's. His hope is that 
we will accept his promise of riches and power, and declare him as Lord. 
His voice may sound angelic to itchy ears. His promises may look shiny to 
wandering eyes. His aura may be mesmerizing to unsuspecting souls, but 
he is a liar, no truth is in him. The Lord is our Shepherd, we know His 
voice, no other voice shall we follow. We must know Him intimately and 
the power of His resurrection. We must be able to rightly judge the truth 
from the lies as not to be led astray back into darkness. We have been 
redeemed from the curse, from the law, from sin, from death and from 
all things associated with the fall of the first man, Adam. The Bible tells 
us that by man came the fall and by man, the redemption. It is essential 
that we walk in the freedom purchased by the blood of Christ and go 
deeper into the things of the spirit. To do this we sometime have to 
sacrifice some pleasures. Sometime we have to turn our plates down. 
Sometime we have to pray, (in our own tongues as well as our heavenly 
language.) Last, but not least, we have to study the word of God, this is 
how we can learn the mind of God, the way of God and the will of God 
so that we may know Him. 

Nandi Mandisa has been a member of Greater Dreams 
Church for seven years. She was invited to attend by a co-
worker and has been coming ever since. Nandi is involved 
in several aspects of GDC. She leads the Helps Ministry, is 
secretary for the Women’s Ministry, and writes for the 
new Michigan GDC newsletter, and “I am an all-around 
servant of the church,” she says. 
 
Nandi retired from Delta after 27 years and is now in the 
process of writing several books, including a book of her 
memoirs. She also has big dreams of flooding the cinema 
with spectacular movies about healing, grace, and love. 
 
Nandi’s love for writing started at an early age. “As a 
child, when I started writing the spirit of God would 
download stories to me. I am so passionate about getting 
them told. These are stories of healing and 
reconciliation,” she shared. Her poems have been read at 
the Martin Luther King Celebration in the City of Westland 
for several years. She’s also written plays and spoken 
word pieces, which she performed at various venues.  

 
When asked what she is thankful for, Nandi says “I 
am just so thankful for life and my strength. There 
are a lot of people that I know who are my age and 
younger that are crippled with sickness and disease 
or have passed away. I am not where I should be, but 
I am still on the road to getting there. I am thankful 
that I still have a good mind and my dreams are not 
deferred. 
Nandi attended Marygrove College in Detroit and 
earned a bachelor’s degree (summa cum laude) in 
Organizational Leadership from Restoration 
Theological Seminar in 2019. 
 
Nandi resides in Inkster, MI and is very close to her 
family. She has four children: Kefentse Mandisa, 
Kwakou Mandisa, Nkari Mandisa, and Reginald 
Haywood; and four grandchildren whom she “loves 
to life.” 

Just for Fun: Going to the 

movies 

Words to Live By: “It’s never 

too late to be what God 

ordained you to be.” – 

Nandi Mandisa 

Favorite Scripture: Psalms 

1: 3, “And he shall be like a 

tree planted by the rivers of 

water, that bringeth forth in 

his season; his leaf also shall 

not whither; and 

whatsoever he doeth shall 

prosper.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A good father possess many traits. He is caring and loving. He is cooperative and communicative. He can be hard as steel and soft  as velvet. 
Most definitely a good father is a great leader. These are the traits that help us succeed in everyday life. However, this is just a small start; 
there are no fatherhood training schools. The best boys and young men can do is to observe other men in the family. We all can relate to 
that one uncle who always had great and funny stories, but no knowledge of family life and what to do as a father.  By observing the 
interactions and behavior of the men in our families we form an image in our mind on how men should care for their children, their wives 
and their families. 
 
What is caring? Genuine care, for which there is no substitute, may be expressed in a variety of ways. Care is not shown just by providing an 
income for the family. It is not displayed just  by providing a spacious house to live  
in, stylish clothes to wear or sporty automobiles to ride in. None of these necessarily indicate care. Saying I care means giving ourselves to 
our children, because giving yourself says, I have time for you. What a great experience to allow your children the blessing of  getting to 
know their father. You can start off the conversation with light-hearted discussions about life, foods, favorite colors, cars and so forth. There 
are many conversations waiting to be  explored with your daughter or son. I have “big boy” talks with my grandson. 
A woman may admire the strength of steel (hard) but she loves the feel of velvet (soft). No woman wants to snuggle up to a rock, a child 
does not want to play with a stone or rock. Steel does not mean taking over, an over aggressive attitude, being pushy or domineering and 
not willing to bend or compromise in decision making. A rock cannot bend it only breaks. A willow tree, like the leaves on the branches, 
symbolizes nature, fertility, and life. It also represents balance, learning, growth and harmony. Our image of the willow tree represents the 
strength, stability, and structure of the trunk. Standing firm and withstanding the greatest of challenges, this is the goal for men to seek. 
Bend but don’t break.  
 
A man of velvet (soft) is a communicator. Most men can communicate better with other men on their jobs, than with their wives. Perhaps 
this problem arises from the fact that a man knows the nomenclature of his business but is not skilled in the language of relationships, so he 
remains quiet. Communication is not just talking; it is also concentrated listening. Here is an example of a communication breakdown:  You 
are watching your favorite basketball team play. You are comfortably sitting on the couch eating chips and dip.  The game is tied with 7 
seconds left on the clock. Your team has the ball and just as they throw the ball in bounds, your wife begins a deep conversation with you. 
Your team makes the basket and wins the game by two points. You are extremely happy and excited, and your wife asks you what you think 
about that. You suddenly say, “think about what?” Who is at fault? Think about the situation then answer the question. I admit that I am 
guilty with my rationale being that I was watching an exciting game of my favorite team. 
 
The home is more than a house where people eat, sleep, and talk. The Christian home is a little society; an organization, a business and a 
part of the spiritual body of Christ. It is far more complex than most people realize. The average man marries to enjoy himself, not realizing 
that he has taken on an awesome responsibility to lead his wife and family. He has become the leader of a small organization, a social 
organism, which our Lord Jesus call a family. When God established objectives for the home, it was to arrange a companionship; a 
companionship of husband, wife and children that would build each other up. In so doing, all of them would be built up in Jesus Christ. If 
family members are growing, building, and learning in a spiritual way, then they are being conformed to the likeness of Christ. While men 
are still breathing, they can improve. We know where we are weak.  The goal is to use as many traits of a good father as possible.  Read 
Psalm 1:1-6 and study the passage. Remember the willow tree symbol which will bend but don’t break. I think we can see our families grow 
not just in numbers but in love and attitude.  
 
Reference: A Man’s Touch by Charles F. Stanley: Ron Williams Life Experiences 
 
 

Warm Greetings! 
As Mother's Day approaches, we want to honor all mothers: new mothers, 
seasoned mothers, mothers who have passed away, mothers who have lost 
children, mothers who bore us and gave us life. We give honor to those 
women who may not have given birth to children but have indeed nurtured 
others and served as spiritual mothers in their roles as friend, sister, or aunt.  
Naturally, women experience a wide range of emotions on Mother's Day. 
While I am sensitive to this fact, I also believe it is of great importance that we 
take time to celebrate all mothers and the wonderful gift they are to families. 
I recognize that "Godly Motherhood" characteristics may seem difficult to 
maintain, especially during this quarantine. Yet, there should always be 
examples we all strive for, regardless of what role we may have in our own 
families, or even the family of God. 
Only Heaven will reveal the full effects that a praying Mother has on the 
direction of both her family, as well as society in general, and yes, even the 
church. When a Mother prays all of Heaven rejoices while the forces of evil 
tremble at the realization that someone of so much influence in the family 
unit desires to touch God on behalf of her family. 
James 5:16 says, "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much." Of course, this scripture is referring to the prayers of both men and 
women as accomplishing much in the spirit realm. Moms, keep on praying! 
We live in a day when the lines are seemingly blurred in what makes a woman 
be the woman God intended her to be, yet a visit to Proverbs 31 is a powerful 
reminder of some of the things which define a Godly woman. While there is 
probably no woman alive now, or ever has been that meets each one of these 
characteristics, it is certainly worthy of careful examination. I love Proverbs 
31:30 (NIV) "Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who 
fears the Lord is to be praised." Moms, keep on fearing the Lord! 
Most Mothers feel like there is never enough time in the day to "do" all the 
things they need to do, but I like the wonderful scripture in the Word that 
reminds us that there are times we need to just "be still" in His presence. 
Brittin Oakman said, 
"I lied and said I was busy. I was busy; but not in a way most people 
understand. I was busy taking deeper breaths, I was busy silencing irrational 
thoughts. I was busy calming a racing heart. I was busy telling myself I am 
okay. Sometimes, this is my busy – and I will not apologize for it.”  
Taking a break isn't selfish, it’s called SELF CARE. We are admonished in Psalm 
46:10 to "Be still and know that I am God."  
We honor and appreciate all our mothers and are reminded once again that 
there was only ONE perfect person who ever lived, and His name is Jesus 
Christ! Mothering is not for the faint of heart. We have real warriors in our 
midst. You deserve to be pampered, loved and honored on this special day. 
Please know Bishop and I honor you, value you and pray that you enjoy this 
special day. 
 
Blessings in Christ! 

1. EL SHADDAI- (Lord God Almighty) 
2. EL ELYON (The Most High God) 
3. ADONAI (Lord Master) 
4. YAHWEH (Lord Jehovah) 
5. JEHOVAH RAAH (The Lord My Shepherd) 
6. JEHOVAH NISSI (The Lord My Banner) 
7. JEHOVAH RAPHA ( The Lord that Heals) 
8. JEHOVAH SHAMMAH ( The Lord is there) 
9. JEHOVAH TSIDKENU ( The Lord our 
Righteousness) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. JEHOVAH MEKODDISHKEM (The Lord 
Who Sanctifies You) 
11. EL OLAM (The Everlasting God) 
12. ELOHIM ( God) 
13. JEHOVAH JIREH (The Lord Will Provide) 
14. JEHOVAH SHALOM ( The Lord is Peace) 
15. JEHOVAH SABAOTH (The Lord Of Hosts) 
16. ABBA (Father). 
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He has two business interests: a leadership endeavor and 
the IM Academy, (a 4x trading company). 
Brother Ron is passionate about science and retired from 
The University of Michigan after a fruitful 34-year career, 
having served in the areas of general diagnostic radiology 
and CT radiology. His love for radiology has never 
diminished because he is fascinated about the physics 
behind the technology and it constantly evolves. Brother 
Ron said, “It’s never dull. Things are always changing. I have 
watched from one generation of scanners to the next. 
Different types of scanners for five different generations.” 
A man of many interests, Brother Ron is a student of Biblical 
and African History. He is also interested in world travel. His 
long-term goal is to go to Ethiopia, Sudan and Egypt (to 
study and visit the temples there). 
Back in 2016, he suffered a heart attack and was in the 
hospital 21 days. He has since made a full recovery and is 
extremely thankful for his health, his wife and family. In the 
future, he plans to move to Georgia or back to his 
hometown of Texas. 
Brother Ron holds an associate degree in Radiology from 
Washtenaw Community College, Ann Arbor and a bachelor’s 
degree in Occupational Medicine from The University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor. He and his wife have four children and 
live in Ypsilanti, MI. 

Sister Phyllis Leverett reported that her nephew, Carlton Ballard, beat COVID-19.  He was 
admitted to Henry Ford Hospital in March.  He is a 10 year heart transplant recipient and 
his diabetes reading was too high to be read on the meter.  He’s on the kidney transplant 
list and also the list for a 2nd heart because the average transplant only lasts about 10 
years.  With so many “underlying conditions” the family was very afraid for his survival.  So 
she “called out my prayer warriors and God healed him from the Coronavirus.  I thank God 
for the healing.”  
 
 
 
Sister Stacie Givens’ son’s grandfather recently passed away due to Covid-19.  Her son also 
has an uncle on a ventilator, who is improving, and another uncle and aunt who have 
contracted Coronavirus. Her son was to be tested Sunday, 5/17.  She proclaimed, “The 
more prayer the better.” 
 
Brother Clifton Murphy is recovering from the Coronavirus – Praise God!  
 
Sister Reanetta Nix lost her brother, Mr. Joe Lewis Jr., May 11, 2020 and her cousin, Mr. 
Lorenzo Jones, May 23, 2020.  Please pray for her family as they have had additional 
bereavement.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 

In loving memory of Diana McKerchie 

November 13, 1963 - April 29, 2020 

Diana would often ask of all that  

would hear, do you love me?  

Do you really care?  

If I come up missing, would you  

wonder, where?  

Would you come to my funeral,  

should I happen to die?  

If something bad happens to me, would you  

cry out and ask, why? 

I love my Greater Dreams Family, she would many times say, well, we love you right back, we 
answered on automatic replay. If I should go away, and my face never again would you see, 
Would you still, GDC family, would you still remember me? 

Diane was a very resourceful person and was always involved in some kind of learning program. 
She was a licensed massage therapist, she was a certified first responder and she was a chaplain 
for the Inkster police department. She took classes on how to comfort people through the 
grieving process of lost loved ones as well as people grieving the loss of their pets. Diane loved 
animals and at our last vision board session filled her board with pictures of cute animals 

of all kinds. In the days of her youth, Diane worked at Mister B's pet grooming shop, which for 
her was a dream come true. Diane was actively seeking to fulfill the dreams that she had for her 
life. She wanted to have skills that people would pay for. She wanted to have entrepreneurial 
endeavors that people would patronize. She wanted to be able to offer her valuable gifts to the 
world. This is why she continued to study and take classes. She learned how to arrange silk 
flowers, she learned how to string beads to create necklaces and jewelry items that she could 
sale. She was striving to be seen as a productive and respected member of the community. 
During the winter months she could be seen outside of the grocery store as a bell ringer for the 
salvation army, collecting money for the less fortunate in the community. Diane was a person 
that wanted to give back, she never asked for a handout just a helping hand. Diane deeply loved 
her only child, Jonathan. She deeply loved her GDC family, as well as all the other church families 
that she fellowshipped with. Diane was the pure of heart. Her Love was real and therefore, will 
never die. She will always be a part of the GDC family. She wanted to be assured that she was 
loved and that she would be remembered after her body is committed back to the dust. 

For Diana, We love you Diane. You are no longer governed by the confines of this world. You are 
no longer bound. There is no more social distancing or economic downs. The bars have been 
removed Diane, so let yourself go. You're in the bosom of Almighty God now, so let your true 
nature show. You wondered if we really cared, you wondered what we would do. I pray you are 
smiling upon us to see how we remember you. Diana was here and we remember. Diana was 
here and we showered her with love. We smile when we think of our Diana. Diana is now in the 
perfect place. A place where there is no hunger and no thirst. She is now abiding in the place 
where the last shall be the first. 

 

We miss you Diana. We remember you! 

Your GDC Family. 

Brother Ron Williams and his 
lovely wife Teri have been 
members of Greater Dreams 
Church for nearly two years. They 
came to the church when their 
son recommended Greater 
Dreams as a place where the 
pastor was a really good Bible 
teacher.  
Currently Brother Ron serves on 
the GDC Michigan Newsletter 
Editorial Team, GAME, and the 
Greater Men Brotherhood 
Ministry. He also was a member 
of the stellar 2019 Father’s Day 
Men’s Choir.  Retired since 1987, 
he is still extremely active 
teaching two courses at 
Washtenaw Community College: 
Patient Care and Skull Positioning 
and Pathology. 

JUST FOR FUN 

Grilling, listening to 

jazz. Reading on 

health, physics and 

contract law. 

WORDS TO LIVE BY  

Treat people how you 

want to be treated. 

FAVORITE SCRIPTURE 

Psalms 23  

A good father possess many traits. He is caring and loving. He is cooperative and 
communicative. He can be hard as steel and soft  as velvet. Most definitely a good 
father is a great leader. These are the traits that help us succeed in everyday life. 
However, this is just a small start; there are no fatherhood training schools. The 
best boys and young men can do is to observe other men in the family. We all can 
relate to that one uncle who always had great and funny stories, but no knowledge 
of family life and what to do as a father.  By observing the interactions and 
behavior of the men in our families we form an image in our mind on how men 
should care for their children, their wives and their families. 
What is caring? Genuine care, for which there is no substitute, may be expressed in 
a variety of ways. Care is not shown just by providing an income for the family. It is 
not displayed just  by providing a spacious house to live  
in, stylish clothes to wear or sporty automobiles to ride in. None of these 
necessarily indicate care. Saying I care means giving ourselves to our children, 
because giving yourself says, I have time for you. What a great experience to allow 
your children the blessing of  getting to know their father. You can start off the 
conversation with light-hearted discussions about life, foods, favorite colors, cars 
and so forth. There are many conversations waiting to be  
explored with your daughter or son. I have “big boy” talks with my grandson. 
A woman may admire the strength of steel (hard) but she loves the feel of velvet 
(soft). No woman wants to snuggle up to a rock, a child does not want to play with 
a stone or rock. Steel does not mean taking over, an over aggressive attitude, being 
pushy or domineering and not willing to bend or compromise in decision making. A 
rock cannot bend it only breaks. A willow tree, like the leaves on the branches, 
symbolizes nature, fertility, and life. It also represents balance, learning, growth 
and harmony. Our image of the willow tree represents the strength, stability, and 
structure of the trunk. Standing firm and withstanding the greatest of challenges, 
this is the goal for men to seek. Bend but don’t break.  
A man of velvet (soft) is a communicator. Most men can communicate better with 
other men on their jobs, than with their wives. Perhaps this problem arises from 
the fact that a man knows the nomenclature of his business but is not skilled in the 
language of relationships, so he remains quiet. Communication is not just talking; it 
is also concentrated listening. Here is an example of a communication breakdown:  
You are watching your favorite basketball team play. You are comfortably sitting on 
the couch eating chips and dip.  The game is tied with 7 seconds left on the clock. 
Your team has the ball and just as they throw the ball in bounds, your wife begins a 
deep conversation with you. Your team makes the basket and wins the game by 
two points. You are extremely happy and excited, and your wife asks you what you 
think about that. You suddenly say, “think about what?” Who is at fault? Think 
about the situation then answer the question. I admit that I am guilty with my 
rationale being that I was watching an exciting game of my favorite team. 
The home is more than a house where people eat, sleep, and talk. The Christian 
home is a little society; an organization, a business and a part of the spiritual body 
of Christ. It is far more complex than most people realize. The average man marries 
to enjoy himself, not realizing that he has taken on an awesome responsibility to 
lead his wife and family. He has become the leader of a small organization, a social 
organism, which our Lord Jesus call a family. When God established objectives for 
the home, it was to arrange a companionship; a companionship of husband, wife 
and children that would build each other up. In so doing, all of them would be built 
up in Jesus Christ. If family members are growing, building, and learning in a 
spiritual way, then they are being conformed to the likeness of Christ. While men 
are still breathing, they can improve. We know where we are weak.  The goal is to 
use as many traits of a good father as possible.  Read Psalm 1:1-6 and study the 
passage. Remember the willow tree symbol which will bend but don’t break. I think 
we can see our families grow not just in numbers but in love and attitude.  
 
Reference: A Man’s Touch by Charles F. Stanley: Ron Williams Life Experiences 
 
 

Warm Greetings! 
As Mother's Day approaches, we want to honor all mothers: new mothers, 
seasoned mothers, mothers who have passed away, mothers who have lost 
children, mothers who bore us and gave us life. We give honor to those 
women who may not have given birth to children but have indeed nurtured 
others and served as spiritual mothers in their roles as friend, sister, or aunt.  
Naturally, women experience a wide range of emotions on Mother's Day. 
While I am sensitive to this fact, I also believe it is of great importance that we 
take time to celebrate all mothers and the wonderful gift they are to families. 
I recognize that "Godly Motherhood" characteristics may seem difficult to 
maintain, especially during this quarantine. Yet, there should always be 
examples we all strive for, regardless of what role we may have in our own 
families, or even the family of God. 
Only Heaven will reveal the full effects that a praying Mother has on the 
direction of both her family, as well as society in general, and yes, even the 
church. When a Mother prays all of Heaven rejoices while the forces of evil 
tremble at the realization that someone of so much influence in the family 
unit desires to touch God on behalf of her family. 
James 5:16 says, "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much." Of course, this scripture is referring to the prayers of both men and 
women as accomplishing much in the spirit realm. Moms, keep on praying! 
We live in a day when the lines are seemingly blurred in what makes a woman 
be the woman God intended her to be, yet a visit to Proverbs 31 is a powerful 
reminder of some of the things which define a Godly woman. While there is 
probably no woman alive now, or ever has been that meets each one of these 
characteristics, it is certainly worthy of careful examination. I love Proverbs 
31:30 (NIV) "Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who 
fears the Lord is to be praised." Moms, keep on fearing the Lord! 
Most Mothers feel like there is never enough time in the day to "do" all the 
things they need to do, but I like the wonderful scripture in the Word that 
reminds us that there are times we need to just "be still" in His presence. 
Brittin Oakman said, 
"I lied and said I was busy. I was busy; but not in a way most people 
understand. I was busy taking deeper breaths, I was busy silencing irrational 
thoughts. I was busy calming a racing heart. I was busy telling myself I am 
okay. Sometimes, this is my busy – and I will not apologize for it.”  
Taking a break isn't selfish, it’s called SELF CARE. We are admonished in Psalm 
46:10 to "Be still and know that I am God."  
We honor and appreciate all our mothers and are reminded once again that 
there was only ONE perfect person who ever lived, and His name is Jesus 
Christ! Mothering is not for the faint of heart. We have real warriors in our 
midst. You deserve to be pampered, loved and honored on this special day. 
Please know Bishop and I honor you, value you and pray that you enjoy this 
special day. 
 
Blessings in Christ! 

1. EL SHADDAI- (Lord God Almighty) 
2. EL ELYON (The Most High God) 
3. ADONAI (Lord Master) 
4. YAHWEH (Lord Jehovah) 
5. JEHOVAH RAAH (The Lord My Shepherd) 
6. JEHOVAH NISSI (The Lord My Banner) 
7. JEHOVAH RAPHA ( The Lord that Heals) 
8. JEHOVAH SHAMMAH ( The Lord is there) 
9. JEHOVAH TSIDKENU ( The Lord our 
Righteousness) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. JEHOVAH MEKODDISHKEM (The Lord 
Who Sanctifies You) 
11. EL OLAM (The Everlasting God) 
12. ELOHIM ( God) 
13. JEHOVAH JIREH (The Lord Will Provide) 
14. JEHOVAH SHALOM ( The Lord is Peace) 
15. JEHOVAH SABAOTH (The Lord Of Hosts) 
16. ABBA (Father). 

Sister Phyllis Leverett reported that her nephew, Carlton Ballard, beat COVID-19.  
He was admitted to Henry Ford Hospital in March.  He is a 10 year heart 
transplant recipient and his diabetes reading was too high to be read on the 
meter.  He’s on the kidney transplant list and also the list for a 2nd heart because 
the average transplant only lasts about 10 years.  With so many “underlying 
conditions” the family was very afraid for his survival.  So she “called out my 
prayer warriors and God healed him from the Coronavirus.  I thank God for the 
healing.”  
 
 
 
 
Sister Stacie Givens’ son’s grandfather recently passed away due to Covid-19.  Her 
son also has an uncle on a ventilator, who is improving, and another uncle and 
aunt who have contracted Coronavirus. Her son was to be tested Sunday, 5/17.  
She proclaimed, “The more prayer the better.” 
 
 
Brother Clifton Murphy is recovering from the Coronavirus – Praise God!  
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On Easter Sunday Pastor Mack preached a 
sermon entitled, "Wasted Blood." He asked the 

question about whether the Savior's blood was 
spilled in vain on your behalf. I know that 
sounds a bit cruel, but has the blood of the Lord 
been wasted on you? We have to remember 
that the blood was spilled for a reason, God 
didn't hatch this elaborate supernatural plan 
just for fun. The Lord paid the ultimate price for 
the sins of humanity. His blood sacrifice was 
payment for your sin and mine. (Roman's 5:8, 
but God commendeth his love toward us, in 
that, while we were sinners, Christ died for us.) 
Even though He was not guilty, He was tried 
and convicted like a criminal. He carried the 
weight of all sin on His shoulder. (2Corinthians 
5:21 God made Him who had no sin to be sin 
for us, so that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God.) He endured mockery 
and humiliation without protest. He was 
savagely beaten and tortured. He was 
murdered, crucified on the cross He was forced 
to carry. That was the price of our salvation. 

Our Lord's body was broken that we may be 
made whole. He was condemned so that we 
would have no condemnation. He was bound 
so that we may be free. By His stripes we are 
healed and through His strength we can do all 
things. (Isa 53:5, But He was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised for our                     
iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was 
upon Him, and by His 

stripes we are healed.) He rose from the grave 
with All Power in His hands, and He delegated 

that same power to us. He told us that we are 
able to do even greater things than He did. 
(John 14:12), Verily, verily, I say unto you, he 
that believeth in me, the works that I do shall 
he do also; and greater works than these shall 
he do; because I go unto my Father.) He took 
the sting out of the fear of death and death 
itself by assuring us that, we, the believers of 
Jesus Christ as Lord, shall have life everlasting. 
(John 5:24, Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation, but is passed from 
death unto life.) So the question remains... was 
His blood wasted on your life? 

Are you becoming the person that God 
ordained you to be from before the foundation 
of the world? Are you becoming everything 
Christ is in you, to you and through you? If you 
are, then the blood is working in your life. If you 
are living in fear and torment and 
condemnation and carrying the burdens of the 
world on your back, you are probably not 
residing under the blood. You must conquer 
every foul spirit that comes against you with 
the blood of the lamb and the words of your 
testimony, (Rev 12:11), then surely your faith 
will be strengthened. Take up your bed 
brothers and sisters and walk into your God-
given destiny. Live the dream of God for your 
life so 

that His spilled blood is not wasted on a foolish, 
immoral and backward existence. 

Nandi Mandisa has been a member of Greater Dreams 
Church for seven years. She was invited to attend by a co-
worker and has been coming ever since. Nandi is involved 
in several aspects of GDC. She leads the Helps Ministry, is 
secretary for the Women’s Ministry, and writes for the 
new Michigan GDC newsletter, and “I am an all-around 
servant of the church,” she says. 
 
Nandi retired from Delta after 27 years and is now in the 
process of writing several books, including a book of her 
memoirs. She also has big dreams of flooding the cinema 
with spectacular movies about healing, grace, and love. 
 
Nandi’s love for writing started at an early age. “As a 
child, when I started writing the spirit of God would 
download stories to me. I am so passionate about getting 
them told. These are stories of healing and 
reconciliation,” she shared. Her poems have been read at 
the Martin Luther King Celebration in the City of Westland 
for several years. She’s also written plays and spoken 
word pieces, which she performed at various venues.  

 
When asked what she is thankful for, Nandi says “I 
am just so thankful for life and my strength. There 
are a lot of people that I know who are my age and 
younger that are crippled with sickness and disease 
or have passed away. I am not where I should be, but 
I am still on the road to getting there. I am thankful 
that I still have a good mind and my dreams are not 
deferred.” 
 
Nandi attended Marygrove College in Detroit and 
earned a bachelor’s degree (summa cum laude) in 
Organizational Leadership from Restoration 
Theological Seminar in 2019. 
 
Nandi resides in Inkster, MI and is very close to her 
family. She has four children: Kefentse Mandisa, 
Kwakou Mandisa, Nkari Mandisa, and Reginald 
Haywood; and four grandchildren whom she “loves 
to life.” 

 
 
Luke 16:10 He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and 
he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much. 
  
To refi or not to refi? Right now, in the mist of this pandemic, there is one 
opportunity that we may be overlooking: The opportunity to save more 
money on our biggest investment, our home. In case you haven’t been paying 
attention, interest rates on mortgages have hit historic lows, and it may be 
time to pull out your mortgage statement, find an amortization schedule 
online (you can find a trusted one on 
https://www.bankrate.com/calculators/mortgages/amortization-
calculator.aspx).  
Right now you can take advantage of mortgage rates being in the 2’s for a 30 
year mortgage. So let’s look at an example.  
Your current program is 250,000 at 4.5% on a 30 yr mortgage - which is 
$1266.71 Principal and Interest 
The new program is 240,000 at 2.875% on a 30 yr mortgage - Which is $995.74 
Principal and Interest.  
That’s a savings of $271 a month and $87,549 in interest over the life of the 
loan!  
Now, it’s essential to make sure that you utilize these savings as an 
investment, otherwise you’ll find yourself spending the difference.  
Definitely consider investing in the kingdom of God as these investments pay 
the highest yields of return.  
If you choose to add the difference to your mortgage you’ll shave off 9 years 
as this goes towards the principal DIRECTLY.  
I hope everyone continues to stay healthy and may God continue to keep you!  

Over the last few weeks, we’ve witnessed the world around us get thrown into a total upheaval due to COVID-19. The 
entire economy has been shut down and we’ve been confined to our homes, facing toilet paper shortages and learning 
the true meaning of scarcity. Things have drastically changed in our lives, but it’s essential that we still make our 
finances a priority, in spite of the circumstances. In order to accomplish this, let’s compartmentalize each aspect of our 
finances so that we can use this opportunity to not just get by, but use all of our resources to in fact get ahead. How do 
you eat an elephant? One bite at a time.  
First, let’s discuss our income. Whether you are a wage earner or self-employed, you may be facing new challenges 
today as COVID-19 has created a total disruption in our economy. It’s expected that as many as 30% of all Americans 
will become unemployed and you may find yourself in this position. The good news is you have the capacity to receive 
unemployment benefits, even if you’re self-employed, have gig-jobs, or may not have had a job before COVID-19. The 
State of Michigan has contributed an added benefit for unemployment; in addition to traditional benefits that you may 
normally receive, you’ll receive an additional $600 WEEKLY. The minimum benefit amount for UIA benefits is $160 
without proof of income, if you add the additional $600 benefit amount; the LOWEST you’ll receive during the crisis is 
$760 WEEKLY. For more information visit www.michigan.gov/uia.  
Many of you have already received a stimulus check, an emergency stipend given to all tax payers.  The payment — 
which the IRS is calling an "economic impact payment," the government has named a "recovery rebate," and many 
people are calling a "stimulus check" — is technically an advance tax credit meant to offset your 2020 federal income 
taxes (www.businessinsider.com/personal-finance). You will receive a check if you: 
• Have a Social Security number. 
• Have filed taxes in 2018 or 2019, or don't earn enough to file but receive Social Security payments. 
• Earned less than $99,000 for single filers, $136,500 for heads of household, or $198,000 for married filers 

according to the most recent tax return filed. 
• Are not claimed by someone else as a dependent. 
 
Even though the stimulus payment may feel and looks like a tax refund, it's not. You'll still get your full tax refund next 
year (and this year too, for that matter), as long as you file a tax return. Payments will begin to phase out at a rate of $5 
for each $100 over the AGI threshold before ceasing at an AGI of $99,000 for single filers, $136,500 for heads of 
household, and $198,000 for married filers. There's also an additional $500 allotted to parents who have an AGI within 
the phase out range for each child younger than 17. 
So now that we have an idea of where we stand and opportunities that the government has afforded us during this 
time, let’s discuss retirement. If you’ve had the guts to take a look at your 401(k), you might have had an asthma attack 
panicking over the sudden dip it’s taken. DON’T PANIC! Although, if you’re like me, you’ve seen a sizeable loss on 
paper, it’s just that- a paper loss. Provided that you are not near retirement age, this is just a paper loss, if you’re in a 
traditional plan or even have outside investment accounts such as IRA, many employ dollar-cost-averaging, which 
means, that regardless of how the market shifts, you’re investing the same amount of money into your account. Think 
of it this way, if you go to the store, are you looking purchase the items that are on sale? Well that’s exactly what 
you’re doing right now, buying stocks on sale. Continue to steady the course, but don’t torture yourself by looking at 
your retirement statements- it’ll only give you anxiety!  
Let’s talk about our mortgage: many of us have heard about the government setting up a Forbearance program to help 
ease the pain and keep you in your homes. It is VERY CRITICAL that you understand the ramifications of taking this 
action. This is intended ONLY as an emergency to offset the undue hardship due to the impact of Covid-19 due to the 
following:  
• ∙ You have lost work due to the pandemic. 
•  ∙ You are sick and can’t work. 
•  ∙ You are caring for a sick family member and therefore can’t work. 
•  ∙ You have experienced a significant decline in income due to the pandemic. 
If you HAVE NOT experienced any of these hardships, DON’T DO IT! Forbearance IS NOT LOAN FORGIVENESS and IS 
NOT DEFERRMENT.  
What happens after forbearance? At the end of your forbearance period, all payments not made during the 
forbearance period will have to be paid back. Your loan servicer will be in contact with you to review options for 
repayment, such as: 
•  paying it as a lump sum 
•  starting a repayment plan — over a set number of months, an extra amount will be added to your    regular 

mortgage payment to cover the amount you owe from the forbearance. 
•  loan modification — if you are unable to pay a lump sum or through a repayment plan, they will work with you 

on a loan modification. 
As you can see, it is ONLY for emergencies, not a way to get out of paying your mortgage, as things quickly escalate.  
Throughout these trying times it can be easy to forget about God. Many of us find ourselves praying more, meditating 
more, and asking God to do things for US, but are we still holding up our end of the bargain? God instructs us to, “Bring 
ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, said the 
LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it.” (Mal 10:10) The most practical application of our faith is tithing. God gives us 100% of all our 
increase and he only asks for 10% back. When we keep our end of the bargain, we receive dividends that pay back 
EXPONENTIALLY- we can’t fathom the blessings that God bestows upon us for being faithful to Him as He’s been 
faithful to us.  
In these trying times, it’s essential that we lean on God, steer the course, know our options, and have faith!  
God Bless!  

1. EL SHADDAI- (Lord God Almighty) 
2. EL ELYON (The Most High God) 
3. ADONAI (Lord Master) 
4. YAHWEH (Lord Jehovah) 
5. JEHOVAH RAAH (The Lord My Shepherd) 
6. JEHOVAH NISSI (The Lord My Banner) 
7. JEHOVAH RAPHA ( The Lord that Heals) 
8. JEHOVAH SHAMMAH ( The Lord is there) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. JEHOVAH TSIDKENU ( The Lord our 
Righteousness) 
10. JEHOVAH MEKODDISHKEM (The Lord 
Who Sanctifies You) 
11. EL OLAM (The Everlasting God) 
12. ELOHIM ( God) 
13. JEHOVAH JIREH (The Lord Will Provide) 
14. JEHOVAH SHALOM ( The Lord is Peace) 
15. JEHOVAH SABAOTH (The Lord Of Hosts) 
16. ABBA (Father). 

 
Most things change and experience growth and development in life. I have learned that many 
persons are stopped in the process of life through abuse, sickness, diseases, deaths and grief, and 
loss of economics, misplaced emotions, etc. When these times and seasons of life arrive, it is our 
character, strengths and power of the mind through spiritual connections to our God that is able 
to pull us through and bring to pass those things that besets, baffle, annoy and weary our daily 
living.  
WE are to be encouraged and become strong in the power of his might and through His Spirit 
realize peace without being overstressed, worried, and anxiety ridden. Life will and does bring 
troubles, pain, suffering, and heartaches, and disappointments. How we handle these times in life 
does matter and represents our status as a Believer, Disciple, Servant, and Follower of Christ. 
[Philippians 3:21] – “Christ will Transform our humble bodies that it may be conformed to His 
Glorious body, by the Power that also enables Him to make all things subject to Himself”. I have 
testified to one thing: I have been ‘Transformed’ through his Love, Grace, and Mercies toward me 
through the healing of disease in one’s body, strength in physical body, power our mind for 
Spiritual life. All who will allow the Love of God who cares for us to become our helper and guide 
will indeed Transform our life and make us free from many cares and worries of this world. All 
our sufferings, troubles, and problems are given for his good pleasure to make us the better. Go 
through your sufferings, pains, and sorrows and come out Transformed and Renewed in Mind, 
Body and Spirit. 
This is our challenge, trail, and test. Prayerfully allow what or who you are now, to be placed in 
the hands of God and let him mold, make your life anew in His likeness and design. Only you can 
offer your life for transformation, as a living sacrifice in surrender to a Holy Father God. He will 
perform a new-birth in your soul, mind, and body. I pray that you will seek for your well-being 
positive change in your life.  
 
 

 
 

Abba, Papa, they both say 

Father, Daddy dear. 

Not celebrating words today 

or cuz by you, we’re here. 

 

We first give thanks to God above 

Who fathered all of us. 

And put in us his seed of love 

To obey and to trust. 

 

The Father-image came from Him 

passed on to every son. 

To multiply in all of them 

to bring all into one. 

 

This blessed Happy Father’s Day 

salute them everywhere. 

Let every father hear you say 

we love you and we care. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ashton Taylor- April 22 (7 Yrs Old)  

Zavion Ayler- June 21 (15 Yrs Old)  

Cameron Harris- June 23 (12 Yrs Old)  

Jay Robinson II- June 23 

Sister Sabrina Arrington- June 26  

Sister Nicole Franklin- June 30 
 
 

 

 

Deacon Norman Haygood’s granddaughter; LaMani Noel Carter- Ann Arbor Huron High 

School (GPA 3.0) going to Washtenaw Community College studying Salon Management.  

 

Deacon Norman Haygood’s grandson; Devin Haygood- Bachelor of Arts Degree (BA) in 

Liberal Studies, emphasis in Pre-Law from North Carolina A&T and pursuing a 

professional Basketball player career. 

 

Sister Ericka & Tony Curtis Sr.’ daughter; Torrie Curtis- Summit Academy North High 

School (GPA 3.3)  

going to Central State University studying Criminal Justice.  

 

Brother Jesse & Sister Yvette Hardy’s daughter; Jessica Hardy- Promoted to 9th Grade 

(Honor Roll) 

 

Minister Steve & Sister Toria McCoggle’s daughter; Peyton McCoggle- Promoted to 9th 

Grade (Honor Roll) 

 

Minister Kwakou & Sister Sherita Mandisa’s Son; Mark Batie- Promoted to 6th Grade 

(GPA 4.1)  
 

 

 

 

New members year to date are:  

Ricky Gross, Michael Long, Natalya Palmer and Jonathan Pearson.  
 

 
 

Be careful because people are going crazy from being in lockdown. Actually I have just been 
talking about this to the microwave and toaster while drinking coffee and we all agree that 

things are getting bad. I didn't mention anything to the washing machine as she puts a different 
spin on everything. Certainly not to the fridge as he is acting cold and distant. In the end the 

iron straightened me out and said that everything will be fine, no situation is too pressing. The 
vacuum was very unsympathetic and told me to just suck it up. The fan was more optimistic and 
hoped it would blow over soon. The toilet looked a bit flush when I asked its opinion and didn't 
say anything but the doorknob told me to get a grip. The front door said I was unhinged and the 

curtains told me to, yes you got it, pull myself together. 
                                              
Submitted By 

 

Members are encouraged to submit your “Just for Fun” articles via email to 
gdcnewsletter2020@gmail.com . 

The Greater Men Brotherhood Ministry is currently led by Minister Marlon 
Forts with the support of the Steering Team consisting of Brothers Isaac Hood, 
Breen Hammons, K’Ron Turner and Deacon Norman Haygood.  The mission of 
the ministry is to “foster GREATER men, GREATER husbands, and GREATER 
fathers.”  We are dedicated to supporting our church and Pastor by helping 
men to fulfill the call that God placed on our lives (Jeremiah 5:1 & 2 Peter 
1:10-11).  Greater Men Brotherhood Ministry has been a blessing and 
functioning consistently for approximately 13 years.  The number of active 
members has fluctuated throughout the years, but our passion for God and 
seeing men free has given us the fuel to keep going and to be unstoppable 
despite setbacks.  The ministry was initially called Men Moving Mountains.  As 
time passed, the leadership baton was handed off to several leaders.  The 
ministry has continued to thrive under Bishop Mack’s vision and guidance, 
along with the efforts of the extremely capable leader, Minister Steve 
McCoggle, and an awesome group of men comprising the steering team.    
We accomplish the mission of the ministry by providing resources and Biblical 
training needed to empower and equip men to cultivate relationships with 
Christ (John 15:5, James 4:8, Matthew 6:33) and to be productive spiritual 
leaders in their homes, church and community (1 Timothy 3:1-16, Mark 
16:15).  Our objective is to help men to be better husbands and fathers and 
overall to be better men that truly disciple Christ (Ephesians 5:25, 1 Timothy 
3:4-5).  The ministry develops men in Christian living, making a positive 
impact and setting a Godly example in today’s society, especially in the lives 
of young boys/men.  The mission is accomplished through Bible studies, 
discipleship classes, evangelism training, leadership development, 
accountability and cell groups, mentoring, special retreats, mission trips and 
sporting events.  Also through a variety of special fellowship projects 
promoting Brotherhood.  Our vision is to empower men of all races, ages, and 
cultures to develop a stronger relationship with God, through Christ to 
become greater servants.   
The ministry normally meets every 4th Saturday.  The January and February 
Brotherhood meetings were principally Discipleship Training led by Bishop 
Mack.   Some of the recent more significant 2019 activities include the June 
Fellowship Luncheon in Golden Corral, July Pontoon Boat Outing on Cooley 
Lake at the White Lake home of Deacon Norman Haygood, August 
Brotherhood Luncheon in Hibachi Grill and November All Hands on Deck 
church cleanup.  Following are photos from last summer’s boating fellowship.  
Shown are Brothers Micah Mitchell, Danny Pickett, Brian McGhee, Mark 
Brown, Karl Kersey, Blake Kersey, Minister Dennis Thompson, Brother Michal 
Mitchell and Minister Michael Mitchell.  Captaining the boat, named “BONNIE 
TOO”, was Deacon Norman Haygood.  

COOLING IT ON  
COOLEY LAKE 

BONDING ON  
THE BOAT 

BOATING 
BROTHERHOOD 
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