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ANSWER YOUR CALL TO MINISTRY 

ADMISSIONS 

Applicants for admission to RTS are considered without regard 
to sex, age, color, or national origin. All individuals who meet 
admission requirements will be accepted into RTS. Assessments 
will be administered to all prospective students according to 
their academic background and experience. 

Degree programs are completed during a two-year course of 
study. Life and ministerial experience, as well as, previously 
earned college credits will be considered on an individual basis. 

TUITION AND FINANCIAL PLANS 

RTS is committed to offering you the highest level of academic 
studies in the Word of God at an affordable cost. As a religious 
exempt school, students will not be eligible to receive Federal 
Student Aid or Federal Loans. 

In an effort to keep tuition expenses very affordable, RTS 
provides payment plans to accommodate the needs of each 
student. Students may also secure personal loans to pay for 
tuition expenses or make monthly payments to RTS for the 
twenty months of the program. 

ACCREDITATION 

The purpose of accreditation is to: 

q Certify that an institution has met the established standards of 
excellence; 

q Assist prospective students in identifying reputable 
institutions, which, offer degree programs that will meet their 
needs and goals; 

q Allow institutions to evaluate the acceptability of transfer 
credits into their own curricula programs. 

RTS is accredited by National Private Schools Association 
Group, Inc. and American Accrediting Association of 
Theological Institutions, Inc., The accreditation agency for RTS 
is a non-secular, private accrediting association, which accredits 
post-secondary institutions. Therefore, RTS does not qualify for 
any Federal programs or approvals such as international student 
programs, etc. RTS students do not qualify for Federal or State 
loans or grant programs. In accordance with Code Section 20-3-
250.3, an institution that has religious affiliation may apply for 
an exemption, on religious grounds, from the provisions of the 
Nonpublic Postsecondary Education Act. 

NPEC OF GEORGIA 

RTS has applied for and has been granted Religious Exemption 
by the State of Georgia through the Nonpublic Postsecondary 
Education Commission. 

CREDENTIALS 

v Certified Academic Institution by National Christian 
Counseling Association 

v National Private Schools Association Group 

v Member: American Association of Christian Counselors 

v National Christian Counselors Association 

For more information regarding admission to Restoration 
Theological Seminary - Michigan, please contact us: 

Main Office: 35118 W. Michigan Ave. 

Wayne, Michigan 48184 

(734) 672 – 1023 

Dr. Thea Hines, PhD, RTS Dean/Professor 

“A Commitment of Excellence” 

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. ~ 
Timothy 2:15 KJV 

We are called to be doers of the Word of God. “The very 
substance of the ambitious is merely the shadow of a dream”. 
Hamlet, Act II, sc. 2 ~ William Shakespeare 

Restoration Theological Seminary of Michigan 

“A Commitment of Excellence” 

Greater Dreams 

35118 W. Michigan Ave. 

Wayne, MI. 48184 

Email: 

restorationtsmi@gmail.com 

(734) 672-1023 

(School) 

Revised:06 /2020 

INTRODUCTION 

Restoration Theological Seminary (RTS) is committed to 
provide courses in the field of study of Theology, Divinity, 
Christian & Pastoral Counseling, Life Coaching, Ministry & 
Pastoral Ministry, Organizational Leadership and Prophetic 
Ministry for the purpose of equipping scholars, Christian 
ministers and remarkable leaders for Kingdom service. RTS 
began as a vision of Gateway Restoration International Network 
(GRIN) through visionaries Dr. Leon and Dr. Barbara Beeler. 
They saw a need for ministers and lay Christians who had 
accepted the call of God to be taught specifically in the area of 
their call. The Beeler’s developed an educational program of 
excellence which interacts with pastors and leaders with a focus 
on spirituality. In 1995, this institution was birthed in Forest 
Park, Georgia as a branch location of Jacksonville Theological 
Seminary. In 2004, RTS officially became an independent 
private accredited school. Since its inception, the RTS has 
graduated approximately 400 students. RTS offers both degree 
and non-degree fields of study. All courses offered are 
Biblically based because the school believes the Holy Bible to 
be the true and living Word of God and is necessary to prepare 
men and women for the call of God upon their lives. The degree 
programs of RTS are ecclesiastical in nature and designed 
solely for religious vocations to prepare you for God’s work. 

“I believe that we have an educational program of excellence 
that is well able to position our students to share the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and to carry the message of wellness in spirit, soul, 
and body to the world.” ~Barbara J. Beeler, Ph.D., RTS 
President At RTS academics and faith are our top priorities, our 
code of conduct teaches discipline, excellence in all that we do 
and RTS promotes a lifestyle of Biblical morality to be well-
balanced allowing the student the freedom to enjoy their college 
experience. ~ 

Professor A. Howell, Ph.D. 

DEGREE PROGRAMS_______________ 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES 

Associate & Bachelor Degrees of 

· Biblical Studies 

· Life Coaching 

· Pastoral Counseling 

· Ministry 

· Organizational Leadership 

· Pastoral Ministry 

· Prophetic Ministry (Deliverance Studies) 

GRADUATE STUDIES 

Masters’ Degree of 

· Divinity 

· Life Coaching 

· Pastoral Counseling 

· Christian Counseling 

· Ministry 

· Organizational Leadership 

· Pastoral Ministry 

· Prophetic Ministry (Deliverance Studies) 

· Theology 

Doctorate Degree 

· Divinity 

· Life Coaching 

· Pastoral Counseling 

· Christian Counseling 

· Ministry 

· Organizational Leadership 

· Pastoral Ministry 

· Prophetic Ministry (Deliverance Studies) 

· Theology 

RTS CERTIFICATE PROGRAM 

RTS offers adult students who are seeking more knowledge of 
the word of God but not necessarily desiring to earn a degree, 
an educational Certificate program that will provide them with 
skills that will benefit them both in ministry and the secular 
arena. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 

Christian Counselors and Coaches may obtain continuing 
education units (CEU’s) to maintain Biblical licensure with the 
RTS - corporate. 

*Students may apply for Board Certification with Restoration 
Theological Seminary. After completing the required course of 
study, a candidate will be required to complete and pass a board 
examination prior to obtaining Board Certification as a Pastoral 
Counselor, Christian Counselor, Temperament Coach, or Life 
Coach. 

Corporate website: www.rtsonlineseminary.ocom 
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THE QUEEN OF THE SOUTH 

At the age of 15, Princess Makeda assumed the throne of Sheba.  
She brought security and stability to her country. Ethiopia was 
resplendent in gold and spices, and merchants came from all over 
the world because of the abundant resources in this country. 

Despite all her success, she felt insecure; there was a nagging 
emptiness inside. She believed there was more. Queen Makeda 
wanted to be the best she could be, and she was sure there was 
room for growth. 

Have you ever felt that way? Have you thought that you could be 
better? A better husband, a better wife, a better father, a better 
mother, a better leader, a better... you fill in the blank. What have 
you done about it? When a person is serious about growth, he or 
she is willing to do whatever it takes to make it happen. 

Finding a mentor is a great way to make significant strides in 
growth.  Mentorship is a relationship in which a more 
experienced or more knowledgeable person helps guide a less 
experienced or less knowledgeable person. The mentor may be 
older or younger than the person mentored, but they must have a 
specific area of expertise. 

Queen Makeda wanted to be better. She would often confide in 
her dear friend, Tamaron. Tamaron was a merchant that was well-
traveled and well-versed in life. He had been to many countries 
and communed with many men and women of high esteem. One 
day while he was in Jerusalem, he had an audience with King 
Solomon. He knew Queen Makeda was looking for a mentor, so 
he couldn't wait to get back to Ethiopia to talk to the queen about 
his experience in Jerusalem. He told her of the king’s wisdom, 
humility, and the way he ruled. Tamaron said he'd never met 
anyone like him. He told her about King Solomon's God, and the 
joy and presence of the Spirit of God he felt while he was there. 
Day after day, the queen sent for Tamaron to tell her more about 
King Solomon. She desperately wanted to see for herself if all he 
said was true. Her desire to see the king became so great that she 
was willing to pay any price to see him and visit his kingdom. (1 
Kings 10:1) 

Queen Makeda needed a mentor. She knew there was more to 
life beyond just being the queen. Even if it meant that she would 
have to travel 1,500 miles from Ethiopia to Jerusalem across the 
hot desert, with a very great entourage of camels, gold, spices, 
precious stones. The journey would consist of 75 days of traveling 
through arduous terrain and hostile countries. She decided to 
make the trip. As her entourage traveled, it did not go without 
notice. She celebrated along the journey. After all, how often do 
you see a queen, especially one as renowned and beloved as the 
Queen of Sheba? 

When she finally made it to Jerusalem and met King Solomon, she 
tested his wisdom. In one particular instance, she had one of her 
servants place two identical plants one beside the other - one 
real, the other fake. They were placed far across the room, away 
from the king. She then asked the king to tell her which plant was 
real. The king motioned to his servant and asked him to open the 
window. After some time, bees came in and began to gather 
pollen from the real plant. Without saying a word, the king looked 
at the queen and smiled. The queen met with the king every day 
during  

her visit, and he answered all her questions. She was so overcome 
by the glory of his kingdom that she said, "the half was not told 
me."  

Because of her visit, Queen Makeda learned how to govern, how 
to structure her kingdom and how to be a more effective leader.  
Most of all, she stepped into God's will for her life and was linked 
to her purpose, her destiny. What was that destiny? It was to turn 
her country from one that had many Gods to a land that served 
the one and only true and living God. Her actions led to Ethiopia 
becoming a Christian nation. You can see this progression when 
you read about the Ethiopian eunuch that accepted Jesus Christ 
as his Lord and Savior through the obedience of the evangelist 
Phillip in the book of Acts chapter 8. Philip found the eunuch 
reading the Bible in his chariot. This was a direct result of the 
Queen of Sheba's influence so many years ago. God used Queen 
Makeda's impact to cause Ethiopia to become a Christian nation 
59 years before Christianity became a national religion in Rome. 

Her journey was well worth the effort and was instrumental in her 
becoming a catalyst to bringing salvation to her country. Queen 
Makeda found her purpose through Solomon's example of serving 
his God and his demonstrated wisdom.  She learned from her 
mentor and was introduced to the source of his wisdom. 

 

 

 

 

 

When you decide to pursue God with all your heart and 
consistently seek after him no matter how long or uncomfortable 
you may feel, you will find out that the half hasn't been told you 
either. When you experience God's glory,  he will change you, 
become a father to you, and make you into a blessing that causes 
people to seek you out to find the source of your success. 

 I'm a living witness. When you'd decide to pray, fast, study your 
Bible and finally come to the place where you "find him" and 
know him intimately for yourself, you will discover that the 
preachers, prophets, and prophetesses have not told you half of 
the greatness of God. 

I encourage you to seek God, read books about men and women 
who sought him, and found him. He will fill the emptiness and 
give you a higher purpose. He will use you to cause many others 
to draw close to Him and find salvation. I pray that you know 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and commune with Him. I pray you 
will ask him hard questions like, "What is my purpose? Why do I 
do the things I do?" He will show you how to break the power of 
things off your life that are holding you back, and you will 
experience an abundant life that truly satisfies. 
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“When you decide to pursue God with all 
your heart and consistently seek after him no 
matter how long or uncomfortable you may 

feel, you will find out that the half hasn't 
been told you either.” 

By Bishop Larry G. Mack Jr. 
THE QUEEN OF THE SOUTH 



LEADERSHIP 

"Finally, all of you should be of one mind. Sympathize 
with each other. Love each other as brothers and 
sisters. Be tenderhearted, and keep a humble 
attitude." – 1 Peter 3:8 

By the age of 18, I had the opportunity of managing a 
McDonald's Restaurant. That was a significant 
accomplishment, in my opinion. I had a strong desire 
to grow as a leader, and experience the satisfaction 
of a job well done. As I was promoted, I learned 
techniques that increased the value of the 
restaurants I managed. I want to share some of those 
with you to help you grow in leadership. 

First of all, there is a big difference between being a 
boss and being a leader. A boss gives orders. A leader 
provides guidance. Traditional boss-employee 
relationships typically go like this: the boss tells their 
employees what to do and by when it needs to be 
done. The employees then go and get it done. 
Instead, the best leaders are the ones who take a 
teamwork approach to solving problems and 
completing work-related tasks. Leading doesn't just 
involve directing but involves teaching the team how 
they can best work together. 

Another critical concept is that sometimes you can 
have gifted people on a team, but the team has no 
chemistry. When I say "has no chemistry," I am saying 
the team doesn't work well together. When you have 
the right people on the right team, who know how to 
work well together, you can get more done than with 
the most talented and gifted team. The team with 
chemistry cares about the big picture and the 
accomplishments of the group as a  whole rather 
than just an individual's superstar performance. A 
team with chemistry shines together. 

Lastly, leaders are excellent communicators. They are 
trustworthy and nurture relationships with the 
people who will bring the vision to fruition. Leaders 
must be keenly aware of what their team needs to do 
their best work. And more importantly, they 
understand each member's strengths and 

weaknesses and give them each a role that they can 
excel in. 

From a young age, my mentor's employees and 
employers have said I was able to identify gifts and 
help position people in the right place so that they 
could shine and advance the company's goals. We all 
have a lot to learn, regardless of our level of 
accomplishments. Because of this, we should work 
better at perfecting identified gifts in ourselves and 
others. I call it "putting the right people in the right 
seat on the bus." 

Servant leadership helps to build and motivate a 
team. It increases productivity and happiness. The 
traditional boss mindset stifles creativity and 
productivity and causes people to fill unfulfilled. 
Michael Jordan is quoted as saying, "Talent wins 
games, but teamwork and intelligence win 
championships." 

 

 

 

 

 

It helps to remember that leaders have a lot of 
pressure on them. They are conscious of the need to 
retain a position of authority and respect. They also 
have to inspire their members to work towards a 
common goal.  I am reminded of how envy, strife, 
and division reduced the early Corinthian Christians 
back to operating in the natural, or carnal state that 
they were in before they were born again. It stunted 
their spiritual growth. Satan knows that a house 
divided against itself will fall. He also knows if we all 
come together in unity, we will have GREATER 
success. Believe the best of others, and always 
pursue unity among your team 

 

By First Lady Regina Mack 
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“Servant leadership 
helps to build and 
motivate a team.”  



 World history is full of the accomplishments of 
dreamers. These dreamers include Bible heroes and 
heroines whose dreams became the catalyst for 
historic change, and in some instances saved a 
generation.  

One such example is Joseph.  Joseph had a dream in 
his youth that the sun, moon, and stars bowed down 
to him. This established in his mind that he was 
destined to reign. Even from the pit, he held onto his 
God given dream. He later interpreted the dreams of 
Pharaoh and warned of seven years of devastating 
famine that would follow seven years of plenty. 
Joseph implemented programs and systems in the 
prosperous times that saved the nation from 
economic ruin and utter devastation during the 
famine.   

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was one of the greatest 
dreamers in the 20th century. In his epic “I have a 
Dream” speech he shared his dream of racial 
equality for all Americans. A dream that cut across 
all barriers to create an environment that promoted 
peace, love and Justice for all. This dream propelled 
the agenda of the day. It gave momentum to the 
vision and became a movement.   

Like Joseph and Dr. King, we need a dream that stirs 
in our soul and ignites a fire within us to 
passionately pursue the work we feel we are called 
to do. In doing so we may be the ones to save a 
generation or an entire nation or inspire a 
movement of positive change for all people across 
the globe. 

 To accomplish the tangible reality of our greatest 
dreams, we must keep moving toward the goal. We 
must not become weary or discouraged or thin 
skinned on the journey. We must not be a follower 
of the crowds being led away with the masses.  

A national study reported that 92% of people did not 
accomplish their dreams in life. That number reflects 
virtually everyone you know, virtually everyone you 
see and virtually everyone you will encounter. Many 
people secretly carry the burden of an unfulfilled life 
with their dreams abandoned in the dry, dead places 
of the past. They feel that they are just a shell of 
who they were destined to be and have failed in life. 

 Brothers and sisters, I say to you, do not be 
discouraged. He who started a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.  (Phil 1:6). In order for this to be true, you 
must be fully committed to the vision. Know that 
Almighty God created you in His image. He clothed 
you in purpose. He breathed His breath into your 
lungs and applauded such a masterpiece. Be assured 
that you can do all things through Christ and can 
accomplish your God given dreams in the spirit of 
excellence. We can change those statistics to read 
“92% of Christians fulfill their dreams.”  

Be persistent, be diligent, be strategic and prayerful. 
Practice humility and thankfulness for surely your 
dreams will become a reality. 

[ 

“Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. was one of 

the greatest 

dreamers in the 20th 

century. In his epic “I 

have a Dream” 

speech he shared his 

dream of racial 

equality for all 

Americans.”  

TO HAVE A DREAM 
By Sister Nandi Mandisa 
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We have all heard of the phrase, "The pursuit of 
happiness.” This is mentioned in the Declaration 
of Independence as an inalienable right given to 
all human beings by their creator. It is important 
to be able to pursue what naturally makes you 
happy in life. Doing so ensures a life of success 
and fulfillment and true pleasures. Not only 
should we pursue and obtain those things that 
make our heart sing, but we should pursue them 
in the spirit of excellence.  

To be in pursuit of a thing means to put forth 
tremendous effort to obtain it. To be in pursuit is 
to wholeheartedly, without hesitation, 
deliberately move forcefully in the conquest of 
that thing. Likewise doing things with “a spirit of 
excellence” means you accomplish a task 
flawlessly with outstanding quality and integrity 
beyond reproach.  

Digging deeper, we see that the root word excel 
means to go above and beyond what is normally 
expected, so being excellent is to operate on a 
level far above average. The great news is that 
operating with excellent is available to everyone.  
This will not just happen to you because you 
decree it or wish it were so. Excellence is not an 
accident that you happen to run into as you walk 
down the street. Excellence is something that is 
manifested in your life as you master your craft. 
Yes, you have to work hard at mastering a thing 
before you become excellent at it.   

Excellence comes from continuously practicing. As 
the saying goes “practice makes perfect.” The 
challenge we all face is choosing something in life 
that interests or excites us and then giving 
ourselves wholly over to it. We must ingest, 
digest, consume and absorb all aspects of this 
thing, allowing it to become part of our DNA.  We 
have to diligently study it to understand it inside 
and out. We must read books on the subject, take 
classes, hire a mentor, do the work, then repeat. 
With consistent effort, you will become a master.  

But many do not reach this level of excellence. 
Why not? The issue is that people feel it takes too 
long to become excellent, and they are not willing 
to put in the work to develop their abilities. 
Depending on the field, it could take consistent 

work for a year, three years, or even 10 years to 
reach the mark of mastery.  

No matter what you do, or don’t do time will still 
pass. Do you want to be mediocre in one year, 
three years or 10 years?  Wouldn’t you prefer to 
master your field and have people knocking at 
your door and blowing up your phone asking for 
and paying handsomely for your service?  People 
will view you as an expert because of the 
knowledge you have acquired and your 
demonstration of excellence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The pursuit of excellence is a continuous journey. 
Once you go deep into your field, you learn that 
you can go deeper still. You’ll recognize new levels 
of knowledge that were not visible to you before. 
Remember, the bar is raised with each successive 
level.  

What was considered excellence by yesterday's 
standard, may be mediocre by tomorrow. You 
have probably heard the saying “jack of all trades, 
master of none.” This represents the individual 
that knows a little bit about everything but has 
mastered nothing.  

Today, let us choose excellence in the way we live 
and be an example for the world to see and 
emulate. Let's steer away from mediocrity and 
dedicate ourselves to the manifestation of genius 
within ourselves and allow our potential to be 
maximized and utilized while we walk and breathe 
upon this earth. 
 

PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE 

“THE PURSUIT OF 
EXCELLENCE IS A 

CONTINUOUS 
JOURNEY.”  

By Sister Nandi Mandisa 
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Pastor Mack’s recent sermon, "That I may know 
Him," encouraged believers to seek an intimate 
relationship with God. While it is true that many 
people proclaim to be believers, a large 
percentage have a superficial knowledge of God. 
They only know of Him through the stories 
they've read in the Bible or from tales passed 
down from their forefathers about how God's 
supernatural intervention saved the day.  

As followers of Christ, this superficial knowledge 
is not enough. We must put in the time to 
develop a personal relationship with God, then 
we can know Him intimately. Bishop Mack 
explains that to know the word of God is to know 
the will of God. God's will is His word. His word is 
His will. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God only wants good things for us, 
subsequentially. His thoughts toward us are good. 
His word is truth and does not change. He is the 
same today as He was yesterday and will be 
forevermore. He can show you where you were 
poisoned in your past and give you the antidote. 
He can go to the future and show you things that 
are to come, to shape your destiny. He can speak 
audibly in your ear, giving a right now word for 
the predicament. God can work inside or outside 
of time. He can work inside or outside of space, 
but He cannot do anything outside of his own 
word or will, for He is not a man that He should lie 
or repent. As we become more acquainted with 
the word of God, we become more acquainted 
with the Lord Himself, because He is the word 
made flesh.  

Through studying the word of God, His 
characteristics and attributes are revealed to us. 
God has spoken His word to us from Genesis 1:1 
through Revelation 22:21. God is still talking. He 
wants to give us a Rhema word for today. We 
must be able to distinguish His voice from the 
noise and the counterfeit. We must be able to 
commune with Him spirit-to-Spirit.  

The Lord will communicate with us in the 
following ways, by the inner witness, (having an 
unction deep in your soul); by revelation, (given 
insight and wisdom); by His voice, (having a two-
way conversation with the Lord); and by visions or 
by dreams. Our enemy, the devil, will try to 
deceive us into believing that his voice is God's 
voice. His hope is that we will accept his promise 
of riches and power and declare him as Lord. His 
voice may sound angelic to itchy ears. His 
promises may look shiny to wandering eyes. His 
aura may be mesmerizing to unsuspecting souls, 
but he is a liar, no truth is in him.  

The Lord is our Shepherd, we know His voice, no 
other voice shall we follow. We must know Him 
intimately and the power of His resurrection. We 
must be able to rightly judge the truth from the 
lies also that we are not led astray, back into 
darkness. We have been redeemed from the 
curse, from the law, from sin, from death and 
from all things associated with the fall of the first 
man, Adam.  

The Bible tells us that by man came the fall and by 
the son of man, came the redemption. It is 
essential that we walk in the freedom purchased 
by the blood of Christ and go deeper into the 
things of the Spirit. To do this we sometimes have 
to sacrifice some pleasures. Sometimes we have 
to turn our plates down. Sometimes we have to 
pray, (in our own tongues as well as our heavenly 
language.) Last, but not least, we have to study 
the word of God, for this is how we  learn the 
mind of God, the ways of God and the will of God 
so that we may know Him. 

 

THAT I MAY KNOW HIM 

“GOD ONLY WANTS  

GOOD THINGS  
FOR US” 

By Sister Nandi Mandisa 
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Pauline Lawrence thought back to when her youngest son Kevin 
Harrington was a child. He was the joy of the family: 
rambunctious, energetic, and inquisitive. Now twenty-years-old, 
and all grown up, he was a business major at Wilberforce 
University, and he was going to make his mama proud. 

Things took an unexpected turn one afternoon in September 
2002 when Pauline got a call from a family friend that sent her 
into shock. “Kevin is in police custody,” the caller said on the 

other end of the phone. “In custody for what?” Pauline replied in 
disbelief. Kevin had been on his way home from a trip to Ann 
Arbor when the Inkster Police arrested him for a fatal shooting. 
“When they put the cuffs on him, he said ‘Mom keep smiling for 
me because I didn’t do it,’” Pauline said. 

This was just the beginning of the nightmare. Kevin went through 
four trials. The first three were hung juries, the fourth trial stuck. 
Though the witness had recanted twice prior to the 3rd and 4th 
trail, her testimony was still allowed in court. He was convicted 
and given a life sentence with no possibility of parole. When the 
verdict was announced, Pauline was overcome with gut-
wrenching emotion as she felt her heart drop to her stomach.  

Pauline fell into a deep depression. “It was very hard for me as a 
mom. I couldn’t function at work after being on the job for 10 
years,” she said. God gave her favor with her employers during 
this time, and they let her attend every trial. “I was a supervisor, 
(but) I couldn’t get it together. I couldn’t function. I was in a dark 
place, and I walked away from my job. I was out of work for a 
year and didn’t care how I was going to be provided for. I 
downsized and simplified my life.” The financial strain was great.  

Pauline’s income was drastically reduced, as she continued to pay 
lawyer’s fees for Kevin’s appeal. But Pauline was far from 
hopeless. She held onto her faith through all the dark nights and 
unending days. God showed her Kevin’s release in a dream. She 
saw her family standing on the court steps in a fall season. 
Pauline and her daughter were all dressed in black and white. 
Kevin was standing there, too, with the media surrounding him. “I 
wrote it (the dream) in my prayer book, that’s why I never lost 
hope,” Pauline recounted. 

Every time Summer came, Pauline said to her daughter: “What 
season is this?” 

“Summer,” she’d say. 

“What’s next?” Pauline would ask. “Fall,” she’d respond. 

“Get your clothes together,” Pauline would say. 

She continued to fight for her son’s freedom. Pauline wrote 

letters pleading her son’s case to several people asking for help: 
the judge that tried the case, a private investigator, and a state 
senator. She also passed out flyers asking others to join her in the 
fight to free Kevin. 

During this time, Kevin would call every morning. When he called, 
he was asked to announce his name for a recording. He’d always 
say, “Blessed and Highly Favored.” That favor became evident 
when the University of Michigan’s Innocence Project took up his 
case. The law students who worked on his case believed in 
Kevin’s innocence and worked to free him for 11 years. 

Eventually, things came to a head when the Wayne County 
Prosecutors office decided to take a fresh look at the case and 
“found a disturbing pattern of behavior from the original lead  

detective that involved threatening and coercing a number of 
witnesses.” Within six months of the time they got involved, 
Kevin was freed. The lead detective is now being investigated for 
criminal activity. The lead police officer has since retired 

 

The road to freedom was longer than either she or her son could 
imagine. Kevin was incarcerated for 17.5 years. Towards the final 
years of the ordeal, Pauline joined Greater Dreams Church. She is 
grateful for the support of like-minded sisters who encouraged 

her. Together with Dr. Hines, Sister Darcell, and Sister Sheila 
Graham she helped start the Still Waters Prison Ministry. Pauline 
said she was also greatly encouraged by the women of the GDC 
sisterhood who held up her arms in prayer. 

Pauline will never forget the call she received from Kevin on the 
day of his release. “Baby, baby, let me tell you. I was dressed up 
with my daughter and grandkids. Kevin and said, ‘Hey ma, be 
here at 3 p.m.’ We were on our way, I said turnaround. I got to get 
my tambourine. I had didn’t know I was going to be on TV!” 

When they arrived at Macomb County Correctional Facility, Kevin 
ran out, fell on his knees, threw his hands to the sky, and said, 
‘Thank you, Jesus. Let’s go.’ 

“We laughed and cried,” Pauline said. That fresh joy still 
permeates the family each morning at 6:30 a.m. when Pauline, 
Kevin, and her family greet each other by saying, “Good morning, 
blessed and highly favored.” 

To anyone going through a similar trial, she offers these words of 
encouragement, “Keep hope alive, fast and pray and believe 
when you pray that God heard your prayer,” Pauline said. “Keep 
your heart, mind, and emotions intact with the Word. Remember, 
we are Blessed and Highly Favored.” 

Kevin is working with the Wayne County Prosecutors Office for 
compensation. He is being sought after by media from around 
the world to share his testimony, which is especially timely in our 
current climate. He has also been given the opportunity to finish 
school and follow his dream of earning a college degree. 

Pauline says she is Godly proud of the God-fearing man Kevin has 
become. “I am grateful to God for the seed I planted in him and 
that he stood his ground for his innocence,” Pauline said. “During 
the journey, there were good and bad days, but we never lost 
hope. 

God is just so faithful. We won.” 

 

GOD’S FAITHFULNESS  
FREES AN INNOCENT MAN 

By Sister Jacqueline Robinson 
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Greater Dreams Church’s mission is to help 
people reach their God-given dreams. This 
concept gave birth to the student ministry that 
we now know as, Visionaires. The word Visionaire 
was created to be defined as someone who has 
vision. Just as the word “millionaire” means 
someone who has a million dollars. Where there 
is no vision the people perish!  

The Visionaires is supported and sustained by an 
amazing group of people. Although most are 
volunteers, their passion for young people is 
undeniable. The ministry has three age groups:  

Age 3-6 - Instructed by Mother Annette Daniel, 
Minister Deidra Bess, Minister Darcel McClure, 
and Evangelist Paulette Johnson; 

 Age 7-11, Instructed by Sisters Marcia Borgdorff, 
Nell Brown, Rekaya Harris and Sherita Mandisa.  

Age12-18 (Young Adult), Instructed by Minister 
Michael Mitchell, Sister Micaiah Mack and 
Minister Kwa.   

Each age group is mentored and coached by 
student Pastors, Minister Kwa and Sister Sherita 
Mandisa. We are blessed to be a part of a team 
that cares so much about the mission. 

Covid-19 has affected the youth ministry in some 
way, as it has affected most of our lives in one 
way or another. Covid-19 may have put a halt on 
face-to-face ministry, but it cannot and will not 
stop true ministry. I always tell the young people 
that the church is more than the building where 
we are located. It’s not a location, it’s a lifestyle. 
So, although we’ve had to get used to a new 
norm, the GDC Visionaires have been meeting 
weekly via ZOOM. Every Sunday morning at 11:55 
a.m. the word has been going forth. Just because 
the building is shut down doesn’t mean the 
church should be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The visionaries have had an active agenda full 
of fun filled events. We have hosted a free 
party for the youth called SHINE, encouraging 
them to be a part of the ministry outside of 
church hours. They enjoyed live 
entertainment, laser tag, a game truck, and a 
bounce house. We have also sponsored free 
toy giveaways to ensure that every child gets a 
toy at our annual Christmas party. 

 We gave away school backpacks with supplies 
to children returning to school. We have had 
several fundraising ventures to fund these 
wonderful events. And not only do these 
ventures fund the events, but it also 
empowers the young people and gives them 
their own ministry. Because, although the 
student pastors are overseeing, the young 
people are the ones selling and working to 
ensure the goal is reached. We would like to 
thank the GDC members for supporting us in 
our efforts. We aim to promote an 
atmosphere of fun while fostering Godly 
principles and interactions with people. 

 
 

By Minister Kwakou Mandisa 
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The word Visionaire 
was created to be 
defined as someone 

who has vision.  



We are planning a full year of ministry activities 
not only the young people that are a part of 
Greater Dreams Church, but also for the young 
people that are in the Wayne community. This 
August we will be hosting a Youth  
 
Explosion called, Ready. Set. Go…… Deeper! This 
will be a three-day event. One day for 
kindergarten through fifth grade, another day for 
sixth through 12th grade, and the last day will be 
for everyone. The goal of the explosion is to 
make young people aware of God’s promises and 
how those promises pertain to them. We want 
them to realize that God’s promises require our 
preparation. Our mission is to prepare young 
people to go out into the world, whether it be at 
work, school, or home, as God-fearing leaders 
with the boldness to evoke change! Along with 
this explosion we are also planning a youth 
worship night. We want to promote a personal 
worship time and teach on what worship is, all 
while we are worshipping. The date is to be 
determined. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have all heard the phrase, “the kids are the 
future!” Although this is true statement, it 
negates the significance of the present. It’s 
almost like saying, “don’t worry about today” or 
“we have time to train them up later.” So, I 
would argue that yes, the kids are the future… 
and the present! And that’s why the Visionaires 
team at Greater Dreams Church is working 
tirelessly at training, equipping, and teaching 
every young person that we come into contact 
with. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The ministry's mission is to raise up leaders and 
people of influence. The purpose is to connect 
with students to help them grow spiritually and 
encourage them to develop personally.  
We empower them to share their faith, while 
influencing them to gain a deeper relationship 
with God in order to discover their God-given 
dreams. Although this goal may seem complex 
it’s easier when you have a road map on how to 
accomplish it. Our road map or values, are 
represented through four lanes that lead to the  
same main road (Jesus). 
 
Love 
If I don’t show it, I don’t mean it! 
  2.   Spread 
If I don’t share it, they won’t know it! 
  3.   Worship 
If I don’t give thanks, I’m not thankful! 
Serve 
If I don’t do it, I haven’t changed!  
  
The culture of this ministry is intentionally built 
on these four values and with them we plan on 
raising up many leaders and people of influence! 
The Visionaires team is glad to serve the young 
people in this capacity!  
 
If you wish to serve, help, or donate to support 
in any way please email 
GDCvisionaires@gmail.com. Thank you! 

PAGE 11 
PAGE 2 OF 18 

The word Visionaire 

was created to be 

defined as someone 

who has vision 

The ministry's 

mission is to raise up 

leaders and people 

of influence  

mailto:GDCvisionaires@gmail.com


Dear Deuce, 

The other night, as we finished bath time and put 
on your pajamas, you asked, “Daddy, will you 
sleep in my room with me?” Tears filled my eyes 
as I processed your question — because, at this 
moment, I did not know if you needed me, or if I 
needed you. Why? Your question came just days 
after Memorial Day 2020, a day that began with a 
woman in Manhattan threatening to use her 
white privilege on Christian Cooper and ended 
with the unconscionable murder of George Floyd 
in Minneapolis. Your question stopped me in my 
tracks. “Daddy, will you sleep in my room with 
me?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I cried, I hugged and kissed you, and prayed 
over you. In this same moment, I had to finally 

reconcile with the fact that teaching you about 
the birds and the bees would pale in comparison 
to me teaching you what it will mean to be a black 
boy, and ultimately a black man in America. So 
even at age four, I am preparing myself to prepare 
you. 

As you navigate this life of yours, I want you to 
know that it will be a beautiful struggle. I want 
you to know that racism is real. But, I also want 
you to know that you are beautifully black and 
that the shade of your skin is something you 
should be proud of. I want you to know that God 
is real. I want you to know that your middle name 
is Zion for a reason. I want you to know that I love 
you, as does your mother and your sister, along 
with a council of men ready to stand in the gap for 
you should something ever happen to me. 

Lastly, I want you to know that I finally figured out 
who needed who more that night. You thought 
you needed me to sleep in your room with you, 
but I needed you, son. The world needs you too. 

“Catch your breath, Dad”. 

 

LETTER   
TO MY 

By David McGee ON 
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“I WANT YOU TO 
KNOW THAT 

GOD IS REAL.”  



Luke 16:10 He who is faithful in a very little thing 
is faithful also in much; and he who is 
unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous 
also in much. 

To refinance or not to refinance? Right now, in 
the mist of the pandemic, there is an opportunity 
we may be overlooking. The opportunity to save 
more money on our biggest investment, our 
home. In case you haven’t been paying attention, 
interest rates on mortgages have hit historic 
lows, and it may be time to pull out your 
mortgage statement and find an amortization 
schedule online and see how much money you 
could be saving if your refinance with a lower 
interest rate. (you can find a trusted one on 
https://www.bankrate.com/calculators/mortgage
s/amortization-calculator.aspx).  

Right now you can take advantage of mortgage 
rates being in the low 2’s and 3’s for a 30-year 
mortgage. So let’s look at an example.  

Your current mortgage is $250,000 at 4.5% on a 
30-year mortgage - which is $1266.71 (principal 
and interest). 

The new mortgage is $240,000 at 2.875% on a 
30-year mortgage - which is $995.74 (principal 
and interest.) 

 

That’s a savings of $271 a month and $87,549 in 
interest over the life of the loan!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, it’s essential to make sure that you utilize 
these savings as an investment, otherwise you’ll 
find yourself spending the difference. Here are 
some things to consider: 

1. Definitely consider investing in the kingdom of 
God as these investments pay the highest yields 
of return.  

2. If you choose to add the difference to your 
mortgage, you’ll shave off nine years as this goes 
towards the principal DIRECTLY.  

Stay healthy and may God continue to keep you!  

 

FINANCIAL FINESSES  

By Minister  Dennis Thompson 
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“HE WHO IS FAITHFUL IN A 

VERY LITTLE THING IS 

FAITHFUL ALSO IN MUCH” 



Across this country and around 
the world people are responding 
to the video recorded by 17-year 
old Darnella Frazier filming the 
murder of George Floyd. How can 
this be? This is 2020? And this is 
the United States of America? 
Sadly, this is a fact and not fiction.  

African Americans know too well 
the dehumanizing, demeaning, 
disgraceful treatment, that has 
distressed us to our core; 
deeming us less valued by the 
system which professes to be for 
all people. In this system a person 
could die for using a counterfeit 
twenty- dollar bill to purchase 
cigarettes. A felony or 
misdemeanor is a crime, yes; but 
not worth one’s life!  

America is failing its most 
vulnerable citizens, yet we say 
“Give me your tired, your poor, 
your huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free, the wretched refuse 
of your teeming shore. Send 
these, the homeless, tempest-
tossed to me, I lift my lamp 
beside the golden door!” (words 
written on the Statue of Liberty)  

George Floyd and Eric Garner’s 
death by chokehold in New York 
City and other as they stated I 
can’t breathe! America has failed 
its most susceptible people by its 
promises to be the land of the 
free but is actually plagued with a 
legacy of racism and brutality 
from its police.   

People of the struggle are more 
likely to be unemployed and 
underemployed than the racial 
majority. Unfortunately, we are 
employed in areas that pose 
more serious health concerns. 
When the pandemic of 2020 – 
COVID-19 hit our communities, 
we had the highest mortality 
rates. Coming from impoverished 
communities, with reserved 
finances, our chance of 
overcoming a natural disaster are 
marginally small.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes, we could breathe, but only 
for a while! The intersection of 
Greenwood Avenue and Archer 
Street – Tulsa, Oklahoma, thrived 
as an epicenter of African 
American business and culture 
during the early twentieth 
century. We were trying to make 
a difference, but racism and 
indifference continued to be the 
order of the day. “Black Lives 
Matter,” the oppressed cry but no 
one heard. 

 

I would love to sing “America the 
Beautiful” written by Katharine 
Lee Bates (sung by Ray Charles), 
but I am too conflicted. Political 
barriers, racism and indifference 
cloud my mind and vocal cords: 
but I do have hope. 

We must find our equilibrium and 
find a way to be full of joy and 
deep peace which is the perfect 
balance of inner and outer 
expressions of love. You and I 
must return from the world’s 
activity and go back to God so 
that we can be recharged, 
refreshed and made new. It is our 
responsibility to give the world 
what it does not have – peace of 
mind. It is our Father’s desire for 
us to exhibit Godly examples to 
this world.  

The Bible talks about meditation 
in Psalm 1 and encourages us to 
“think on these things,” 
(Philippians 4:8). God cannot 
enter in if we are all tied-up, 
tensed and confused because He 
is a God of Peace. In this season, 
let’s be proactive by - register to 
vote in this up-coming election. 
But, above all else let us move to 
a place where understanding, joy, 
love, and freedom dwell so that 
we can breathe again!  

 

“WE MUST FIND OUR 

EQUILIBRIUM AND FIND A 

WAY TO BE FULL OF JOY 

AND DEEP PEACE WHICH 

IS THE PERFECT BALANCE 

OF INNER AND OUTER 

EXPRESSIONS OF LOVE”.  

By Elder Dr. Thea Hines 
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I WANT TO BREATHE - BUT WHY CAN'T I? 



I was born free. Shackles that once bound, no 
longer bind me. 

Free to choose, free to dream, free to educate 
myself to be anything.  

In any community, I can be a resident; I can go 
into politics and be the next president.  

I can dream big dreams, with only the sky as 
my limit. I can reach my potential, traits of 

greatness I exhibit. 

 I am passionate, I am of strong resolve, it is 
required where I come from, because the 

weak dissolve. 

 The beat of the drum reverberates in my soul, 
I move to a rhythm that is generations old. 

 I am bathed in melanin and clothed with 
natural beauties, I am gifted and favored with 

a heart precious as rubies.  

Where is my fault? What have I done wrong? 
Why am I mistreated? Why are you acting like 

I don't belong?  

This land is my land too, in this land many of 
my forefathers died, from mountain tops my 

ancestors cried. 

 We put in the equity we worked hard for 
years, we paid to be here with our blood, 

sweat and tears.  

I make no apology for the authenticity that I 
hold, the coils in my hair, my thick lips and 

wide nose. 

 I am not ashamed of where I come from, for I 
am a unique blend of cultures, the best of 

both worlds, and then some.  

 

We have given good things, but you wish it a 
wreck, you want to keep me pinned down, 

with your knee on my neck.  

I cannot fly like the eagles with your knee on 
my throat, you are restricting my air supply, 

you want me to choke.  

I cannot run my race if I'm trapped under your 
weight, you want me to lay here and simply, 

asphyxiate. 

 You want to imprison me, control me, cage 
me like an animal, your knee in my neck, my 

back, my legs, got me captured like a cannibal.  

I can't move, I can't breathe, can't think in this 
predicament, your knee in my neck , killing 

me, and you do it proudly without hesitance.  

Racism is ugly, it's evil, it wears many faces, it's 
the ruler of darkness and spiritual wickedness 

in high places.  

I have the right to exist, to breathe air and 
enjoy, but I know what your plan is, it's to 

steal, kill and destroy.  

Your reign is over now, and the whole world 
does agree, the time has come for your 

judgment, Racism, "Move your dang blasted 
knee! 

Free to be me, 
unapologetically! 

 

By Sister Nandi Mandisa  
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free to be me 



Be careful because people are going crazy from being in lockdown. Actually I 
have just been talking about this to the microwave and toaster while drinking 
coffee and we all agree that things are getting bad. I didn't mention anything 
to the washing machine as she puts a different spin on everything. Certainly 
not to the fridge as he is acting cold and distant. In the end the iron 
straightened me out and said that everything will be fine, no situation is too 
pressing. The vacuum was very unsympathetic and told me to just suck it up. 
The fan was more optimistic and hoped it would blow over soon. The toilet 
looked a bit flush when I asked its opinion and didn't say anything but the 
doorknob told me to get a grip. The front door said I was unhinged and the 
curtains told me to, yes you got it, pull myself together. 

A bald headed man sat in the barber's chair at the barbershop. The man was 
clean shaven so the barber was confused about what the man wanted done. 
The barber put the plastic bib around the man's neck, he was not going to miss 
an opportunity to make a quick buck. "What can I do for you,” he asked the 
man. The man answered with a hint of sadness in his voice, "I went for a hair 
transplant but I could not stand the pain." Admiring the barber's full head of 
hair, he continued, "If you can make my hair look like yours, without any 
discomfort , I’ll pay you 5000 dollars. Without hesitation, the barber began 
shaving his own head. 

Submitted by Sister Yvonne Woodson 
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2ND ANNUAL TEA 
PARTY  

RESCHEDULED FOR JUNE 26,2021 

For any questions, contact First Lady 
Regina Mack (regwhitt@gmail.com) or 
the Event Coordinator, Sister Michellea 
Brown (michelleabrown20@gmail.com).  

 

2020 WOMAN 
THOU ART LOOSED 

CONFERENCE  
Postponed to Next Year 

  

The 2020 Woman Thou Art Loose (WTAL) Bus Trip 
going to Atlanta Georgia has been POSTPONED due to 
the Pandemic.  The Triumphant last gathering for WTAL 
will now take place from August 5 – 7, 2021.   

Bishop TD Jakes’ goal is to seamlessly shift all elements 
and maintain the same high caliber workshops and 
keynote speakers to commemorate the GRAND 
FINALE.  He will make all details available by digital 
platforms upon confirmation.  He will honor all current 
paid registrations and automatically reserve your spot 
when we convene August, 2021 in Atlanta.  It is highly 
recommended to maintain current registrations as 
prices for WTAL 2021 are subject to increase.   

For any questions, contact First Lady Regina Mack 
(regwhitt@gmail.com) or the Event Coordinator, Sister 
Michellea Brown (michelleabrown20@gmail.com).  
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THANK YOU 
FOR ALL THE PEOPLE THAT CONTINUED TO 

WORK DURING THE PANDEMIC 
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Juneteenth (a portmanteau of June and nineteen) –also known as Freedom Day, Jubilee Day, Liberation Day, and Emancipation Day is 
the oldest known celebration honoring the ending of slavery in the United States. On June 19, 1865, Union army general Gordon 

Granger led thousands of federal troops to Galveston, Texas to announce that the Civil War had ended.  Slaves had been freed due to 
the signing by President Abraham Lincoln of the Emancipation Proclamation almost two and a half years earlier.  

When did Juneteenth become recognized? 

Although the date is sometimes referred to as the "traditional end of slavery in Texas" it was given legal status in a series of Texas 
Supreme Court decisions between 1868 and 1874. In the early 20th century, economic and political forces led to a decline in Juneteenth 

celebrations.   

Who created the National Juneteenth flag?   

Ben Haith 

 

 

 

 

Texas declared Juneteenth an official state holiday in 1980, and 44 other states, as well as the District of Columbia, observe it. In 1997, 
the founder of the National Juneteenth Celebration Foundation (NJCF), Ben Haith, created the National Juneteenth flag.  

What was the first state to free slaves? 

In 1780, Pennsylvania became the first state to abolish slavery when it adopted a statute that provided for the freedom of every slave 
born after its enactment (once that individual reached the age of majority). Massachusetts was the first to abolish slavery outright, 

doing so by judicial decree in 1783. 

What are the colors of Juneteenth? 

The colors red, white, and blue echo the American flag to symbolize that the enslaved people and their descendants were Americans. 
The star in the middle pays homage to Texas, while the bursting "new star" on the "horizon" of the red and blue fields represents a new 

freedom and a new people.  

What is the last country to abolish slavery? 

Mauritania, Africa 

Mauritania is the world's last country to abolish slavery, and the country didn't make slavery a crime until 2007. 

What states still maintained slavery after the Emancipation Proclamation? 

 The Proclamation applied in the ten states that were still in rebellion in 1863, and thus did not cover the nearly 500,000 slaves in the 
slave-holding Border States (Missouri, Kentucky, Maryland or Delaware) which were Union States. Those slaves were freed by later 

separate state and federal actions. 

Texas was the most remote of the slave states, and the Emancipation Proclamation of January 1, 1863, was not enforced there until 
after the Civil War had ended.  

Who invented Juneteenth? 

Wesley Johnson 

In 1945, Juneteenth was introduced in San Francisco by an immigrant from Texas, Wesley Johnson. During the 1950s and 1960s, the Civil 
Rights Movement focused the attention of African Americans on expanding freedom and integrating. 

What states do not recognize Juneteenth? 

Forty-seven of the 50 U.S. states and the District of Columbia have recognized Juneteenth as a state holiday or ceremonial holiday, a day 
of observance. The three states which do not recognize it are Hawaii, North Dakota, and South Dakota. 

 

By Brother Ron Williams 
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WHY WE CELEBRATE THE FOURTH OF JULY 

 
JULY 1776, DURING THE SECOND YEAR OF 

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY WAR 
(1775–83), REPRESENTATIVES FROM 13 
NORTH AMERICAN COLONIES OF THE 

KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN VOTED TO 
DECLARE THEMSELVES INDEPENDENT 

FROM THE CROWN, FORMING THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA. TWO DAYS AFTER 

THE HISTORIC VOTE, ON 4 JULY 1776, THE 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE WAS 

SIGNED – AND EACH YEAR SINCE, 
AMERICANS HAVE CELEBRATED. 

  
COMPLIMENTS OF HISTORY EXTRA 

 


