Locations

35118 W. Michigan Ave, Wayne MI 48184
5210 Renwyck Dr. Toledo OH 43615

734 890-1315

Service Times (IN PERSON AND ONLINE)

Sundays in Wayne @ 11:00AM & Toledo @ 4:00PM
Parking Lot via 88.1 FM
Wednesdays @ 12:00PM (ONLINE ONLY)

YOU ARE THE GIFT

THE REAL MEANING OF CHRISTMAS

Reader’s Digest wrote of the late Harvey Penick: “In the 1920s,
Penick bought a red spiral notebook and began jotting down
observations about golf. With the exception of his son, he never
showed the book to anyone until he shared it with a local writer, in
1991, and asked if he thought it was worth publishing. After reading
it, the local writer told him yes. The next evening, he left word with
Penick’s wife that Simon & Schuster had agreed to an advance of
$90,000. When the writer saw Penick later, the old man seemed
troubled; finally admitting he had a large amount of medical bills
and there was no way he could advance Simon & Schuster that
much money. The writer explained to Penick that he would be the
one to receive the $90,000.” His first golf book, Harvey Penick’s
Little Red Book, sold more than a million copies, one of the biggest
best-sellers in the history of sports books. His second book, And If
You Play Golf, You’re My Friend, sold nearly three-quarters of a
million.

There’s nothing that compares to Christmas morning! Ever since I was a little
kid it has always been my favorite day of the year. Waking up on Christmas
morning was always different than every other wake up day. On Christmas,
there is something special about the way the snow shines and lights up the
house when the blinds are opened. The smell of fresh coffee hitting your
nose like a gentle kick in the face. Fun toys, new clothes, and the latest
games were always expected and my mom worked hard all year to make
sure that my siblings and I got those things on that magical day.

Dear believer, you are valuable, and you have something of
significance to bless, inspire, and make someone and/or the world
better. You have a gift to give. Whatever that thing is do not wait
any longer. Harvey Penick sat on his gift of inspiring golfers and
people who love the game, for over 70 years, thinking maybe it had
no value. Do not let your “stinking thinking” rob you of blessing the
world, or the people around you, with your gift. As you open and
give gifts this Christmas season, I challenge you to dig deep in the
soil of your heart and find that treasure—those gifts God has trusted
you with—and pay the price of developing it. YOU ARE THE GIFT,
leave your legacy!
Psalms 119:16 says, “Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days
ordained for me were written in your book before one of them
came to be.” God has a book in heaven of your exploits, your life,
and all the things you are to accomplish here on earth; oftentimes
it’s those desires…those inklings in your heart. Get your assignments
done and let us rejoice together. Experience the feeling of what it is
like to accomplish your dreams, your goals, and God’s desires for
your life.
By Bishop Larry Mack Jr.
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Roughly thirty years later and I still feel that same excitement, but my role
has changed. Now I’m the one opening the blinds to let the fresh snow shine
inside the house. It’s me brewing the coffee, and it’s definitely me drinking
it. It’s me spending money to get my kids not only what they want and
desire, but what they expect. I remember my first Christmas as a father and
husband, and I’m still paying off that credit card bill! As a father I felt
obligated to give them everything, even if I couldn’t actually afford it. It’s
safe to say, I forgot what Christmas was all about.
Many of us go through these phases in life where we lose sight of the real
meaning of Christmas. Either we’ve become so accustomed to receiving gifts
that that’s all that matters, or we’ve become so accustomed to not receiving
gifts until that’s all we desire. Honestly, after I spent all that money that year
on Christmas and saw that my kids played with maybe two things out of the
hundred things that I bought, I took it as a sign; God was showing me that
these gifts don’t matter very much. But there is a gift that should always be
remembered¬— Jesus!
With Christmas being a national holiday and because of what we could
potentially get, we tend to forget who should actually be getting celebrated.
Christmas is a cool opportunity to give my “youngins” a couple gifts for being
great kids, it also gives me the opportunity to talk to them about Jesus! After
all, it is his birthday! This makes it easier to talk about His birth, His death,
and His resurrection. I know my kids are probably tired of hearing me share
the Gospel, but that’s what this day is all about.
We have kept the tradition of gift giving and almost turned it into an idol.
Christmas isn’t about what you get, or even what you give, instead it’s about
what was already given. John 3:16-17 (KJV) says, “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the
world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be
saved.”
The gift that was given all those years ago was Love! God loves us so much
that He sent the one He loved, to do His will knowing that he would be
tortured for it, so that we could have a shot at eternity. In return we are
commissioned to continue to give what has been freely given to us—
Love!
Everyone enjoys a gift, especially me. But when we minimize Christmas to
just what can be unwrapped we miss the value in the true gift. The last
words Jesus told his disciples before leaving earth was, “Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of
the world.” (Mathew 28:19-20, KJV) It’s our duty to continue to give this gift,
understanding that He is with us while we are sharing. Go in Love!
By Minister Kwakou Mandisa
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Member Highlight – Deacon Norman M. Haygood, Jr.
JUST FOR FUN: Plays chess every
day and has won multiple chess
tournaments and facilitates the
activities of the Ford Chess Club.
FAVORITE QUOTE: From his
mother: “If a task is once begun,
never leave it until it’s done. Be
it large or be it small, do it right
or not at all.”
FAVORITE SCRIPTURE: John
3:16- For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.

JUST FOR FUN: The Young Lieutenant
At an afternoon tea for officers and their wives, the
commanding general of the base delivered a seemingly
endless oration. A young second lieutenant, listening
with obvious disfavor, grumbled to the woman at his
side, “What a pompous and unbearable old windbag that
slob is.” The woman turned to him, her face red with
rage and said, “Lieutenant, do you know who I am?” “No
ma’am.” “I am the wife of the man you just called “an
unbearable old windbag.” “Indeed,” said the young
lieutenant, looking steadfast and unruffled, “and do you
know who I am?’ “No, I don’t,” said the general’s wife.
“Thank God,” said the lieutenant as he disappeared into
the crowd.
Submitted by Sister Yvonne Woodson

BIRTHDAYS
In his younger years, Deacon Norman
Haygood scoffed at religion saying, “I
didn’t believe in it. I thought religion was
used to control people.” But that was
before his daughter, LaJuanda, introduced
him to the Lord during an extremely trying
season of his life.
At that time Deacon Norm and his wife
were separated and on the verge of
divorce. “We were being counseled by our
daughter’s pastor because we didn’t have
a church,” he said. His daughter led him to
the Lord and suggested that the couple
take a look at Greater Than Dreams
Church.
That was 2008, and he hasn’t looked back.
Since joining the church Deacon Norm has
been consistently active in several
auxiliaries including the Ushers Ministry,
Security Team, Greater Men Ministry,
Veterans Ministry, New GAME Ministry
(which he co-founded), and the Greater
Dreams Church (GDC) Newsletter and
Magazine for which he serves as chief
editor. Last year, in July, his life came full
circle when he was ordained as a Deacon.
Before serving faithfully in the church,
Deacon Norm had an extremely successful
professional career. His diverse
employment included stints at Chrysler,
Polaroid (where he helped engineer the
first electronic camera, the SX-70), and
Singer Corporations (where he worked on
the engineering of the first electronic
sewing machine, the Athena 2000). But it
was at Ford Motor Company that his
talents were on full display. Starting as a
Product Design Engineer in 1973, he
advanced to Product Design Engineering
Supervisor. During his tenure he

Editorial Correction: The November 2020 issue
incorrectly identified the branch of service for Sister
Earnestine Hill-Buchanan in “The Soul of a Warrior
Veterans Day Observance” article. It correctly is Air
Force. The Editorial Team Editor apologizes for the error.
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participated in numerous vehicle product
innovations and received two U.S. patents
for his work; namely for the One Touch
Down Power Window System and also the
Automatic Seat Belt System Control
Module. He retired from Ford at the end
of 2001.
Deacon Norm received his Bachelor of
Science in Electrical Engineering [BSE (EE)]
in 1971 from the University of MichiganDearborn and a Master of Business
Administration (MBA) from Michigan State
University in 1989. He also served in the
United States Army during the Vietnam
War Era, is a 3rd term member of the
executive board of the Michigan Chess
Association, co-founded the Ford Chess
Club in 1993, and a Prince Hall Affiliated
32nd degree Free and Accepted
Mason/Shriner.
Today, Deacon’s passion is to be exactly
like Jesus. “I try to live my life striving
every day to be like Jesus, being honest
and loving people and putting people
above myself,” he said. “My passion is to
live my life according to how Jesus would
and to serve the people of Greater Dreams
Church.”
When he reflects on what he is thankful
for, he is grateful for and greatly misses his
now deceased wife of 54 years. “I know
that the Lord gave me the best woman a
man could want,” he said. “I give her full
credit for whatever success I’ve had in my
life.” Deacon Norm is mostly thankful for
his seven beautiful children who live in
Michigan and one daughter in Alabama.

Paige McCoggle- 11/15 (10 Yrs old)
E’Sean Williams- 11/18 (13 Yrs old)
Brothers Calvin Treadwell & Robert L. Wynn, Jr.- 11/19
Brother Ernest Gold Jr.- 11/23
Minister Kimberly Ekpenyong- 11/25
Peyton McCoggle- 11/29 (14 Yrs old)
Sister Micaiah Mack- 11/24
Sister Georgia Trigg- 12/8 (Toledo)
Brother Tom Gamble- 12/11 (Toledo)
Sister Liz Trigg- 12/16 (Toledo)
Joshua Collins- 12/19 (4 Yrs Old) (Toledo)
Sister Courtney Brown- 12/25
Sister Shunda Collins- 12/25 (Toledo)
Sister Andria Hood- 1/21

ANNIVERSARIES
Bishop Larry G. Mack, Jr. and First Lady Regina Mack
12/8 (2 Years)
Brother Matt & Sister Shunda Collins
12/31 (6 Years) (Toledo)

PRAYING
Sending prayers of healing and restoration to:
Brother Ernest Gold Jr. who is recovering from August
surgery for a brain aneurysm and is continuing to
experience involuntary body shaking which is impacting
his ability to return to employment.
GDC Ladies Night Out rescheduled to February 26,
2021. If you are unable to attend, please request your
refund by DECEMBER 1, 2020.
GDC Sisterhood Pajama Jam, Friday January 22, 2021
in Wayne Campus, Time: TBD. For more information,
please see Sister Bonnie Thompson.
GDC Leadership Summit, Saturday December 19, 2020
at 10 AM in GDC Wayne Campus. Please see First Lady
for more information.
GDC 21 Day Daniel Fast, January 10th – 31st 2021.

by Sister Jacqueline Robinson
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