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If you are going to live, leave a legacy. Make a 
mark on the world that cannot be erased. ~ 
Maya Angelo 

 

The Irish tell the story of a man who arrives at 
the gates of heaven and asks to be let in. St. 
Peter says, “Of course, just show us your 
scars.” The man says, “I have no scars”. St. 
Peter says, “What a pity, was there nothing 
worth fighting for?” God has left you a legacy, a 
settlement, an inheritance worth fighting for. It 
requires time, energy and money. 

 

A legacy by Webster’s definition is: 1) a gift by 
will especially of money or other personal 
property; 2) something transmitted by or 
received from an ancestor or predecessor or 
from the past. The Bible holds the key to what 
we must do to leave a legacy. 

  

Ecclesiastes 8:4 says, “Where the word of the 
king is, there is power.” In other words, it is 
saying when the king speaks his words are 
backed with power. The angel Gabriel appeared 
to Mary to give her a message from God. It 
appeared she was caught off guard when she 
said, “How shall this be, seeing I know not a 
man?” The answer this mighty angel of God 
gave her was something powerful and worth 
taking note of. He said, “For with God nothing 
shall be impossible.” (Luke 1:34,37) In the 
original Greek, the word “thing” is rhema. In 
other words, no word from God is impossible. 
When God speaks it has power to manifest in 
your life. 

 

Daniel knew this. The children of Israel had 
been in captivity in Babylon for many years. 
Daniel found in the word of God where God 
spoke to the Prophet Jeremiah and said the 
captivity would last for only 70 years. Because 
he read and believed the word of God, he 
fought for it. It may have cost Daniel time, 
energy, and money but it was worth fighting for. 

Daniel fasted, prayed, and believed God for the 
promise to come to pass. He got his answer and 
the manifestation to his prayers. 

 

We too have to fight for what God has spoken 
over our life… it is our inheritance, the legacy 
that has been left us. You may have scars from 
fighting for the legacy but it is worth it. God not 
only wants you to fight for your inheritance but 
to leave a legacy to the next generation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But before you can leave a legacy, you must 
understand what it is that you want to leave for 
your family, children, and society. Then you 
must exercise self-discipline, intrinsic and 
extrinsic motivation, and think less of yourself 
and more of those that will come after you. It is 
my prayer this year, as you join us in growing to 
be better leaders, that you will reproduce 
yourself through the power of self-leadership, 
and servant leadership.  Proverbs 13:22 says, 
“A good man leaveth an inheritance to his 
children’s children…”  

 

Let’s leave a legacy of love and a legacy of 
power. Let’s do something so significant that it 
cannot be erased! Like Maya Angelo said, “if 
you’re going to live, leave a legacy.”  
 

by Bishop Larry G. Mack, Jr. 
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When you hear Valentine’s 
Day, what comes to mind? 
Red roses, chocolates, 
beautifully worded cards? 
Perhaps you think about the 
red hearts or Cupid’s arrows 
that are strategically posted 
in gift shops and markets to 
remind you romance is in the 
air! Or do you simply focus 
on L-O-V-E?    

 

Love and romance are 
important for your happiness 
and well-being, whether 
you're single or in a 
relationship. But do you only 
show it one day a year? 
Should there only be one 
day to commemorate and 
show appreciation for the 
ones you love and adore? 
The answer is no. Love 
should be expressed year-
round, not just on this one 
day and not just for someone 
with whom you are intimate.  

You shouldn’t need a holiday 
to spoil someone or let them 
know how you feel. And you 
don’t need a “Valentine” to 
share your love with or to 
know that you are loved. 
With the divorce rate being 
so high, people wonder if 
there is still such a thing as 
true love. Many “broken” 
people find it exceedingly 
difficult to understand or 
believe that there is true and 
perfect love. And yet, it does 
exist in Agape love—the love 
God gives. 

 

Agape love is unconditional 
love, flowing from the heart 
of the one doing the loving 
and is defined and modeled, 
by none other than God 
Himself! Paul writes of this 
kind of love in 1 Corinthians 
13. He describes what real, 
selfless love looks like. 
Patient and kind are among 

its attributes and difficult 
standards for any human to 
live up to. But God does; He 
is the model, and He gives 
you something to strive 
toward.  

 

Eros love is the most 
common way humans love. It 
is physical, passionate, and 
sensual and has a purpose, 
which is to draw a man and 
woman toward marriage, 
family, and ultimately toward 
God. A powerful, 
exhilarating, and positive 
event in someone’s life, eros 
love can also be fickle and 
fleeting because it is based 
on feelings and you should 
know from experience that 
feelings do change. In 
contrast, Agape love is never 
fleeting and never changing! 
It is God’s perfect example of 
how to love in your own life 
and unlike eros love, Agape 
love is not about falling in 
love; it’s about finding ways 
to show your spouse, loved 
ones and yes, even your 
enemy's, that you love them.  

 

This February 14th show the 
real love meaning of 
Valentine’s Day. Go ahead, 
give the flowers, candy, and 
cards, but don’t let that be 
the only thing you give! 
There are 365 days in a year 
to let those who matter in 
your life know they matter. 
Let them know you L-O-V-E 
them in whatever way you 
can. You don’t need a gift, a 
special day, or even a 
“Valentine” to do it! As Nike 
says, “Just do it!” Do it every 
day…despite the 
distance…despite the time of 
year. 
 

by Sister Marsha Jenkins-Sanders . 
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THREE KEYS TO MAKE YOUR MARRIAGE THRIVE 
Most people want to be in a 
relationship, find companionship, 
and ultimately get married to the 
person of their dreams. I don’t 
believe that a person would 
commit themselves romantically 
to an individual to fail and live 
miserably. That would be 
ridiculous right? Could you 
imagine a person thinking, “I’m 
going to get married, have 
children, and spend 50 years of 
my precious life with a person 
that I hate, and live badly ever 
after”?   I don’t think so. 
Everyone wants to be happy, 
although our actions don’t always 
display that desire. However, we 
are human beings and God knows 
that we’re trying to figure out this 
thing called marriage. We need 
His help to be successful along 
with knowledge and a good circle 
of support. But what is success? 
Unfortunately, a lot of people 
define success as just getting by, 
not shedding blood, and 
tolerating each other until you go 
to heaven. No sir...that’s called 
survival and you two were 
created to thrive together, that's 
right, thrive!  
Some may ask, “Well, Steve, how 
do we thrive as a couple?” Well, 
ladies and gentlemen; it's simple 
but not easy, I might add. Let me 
explain. We hear about the pillars 
of a successful relationship like 
love, communication, romance, 
trust. Those things are essential 
and are pillars for success but I 
want to introduce you to a few 
pillars that are rarely discussed. 
May I share them? Of course, I 
can. 

Partnership  
 It’s imperative that we become 
partners, not just sex partners but 
true partners in most areas of our 
lives. (Sex is included though!) 
I’m not implying that you have to 
agree all of the time or share 
every thing but you must have the 
same ultimate goal for your 
relationship and that's to do 
what’s best for the marriage. You 
can really thrive by being unified 
and partnering in your finances, 
yep I said it. You must be partners 
in your decision-making and come 
into agreement. Some level of 
autonomy should be permitted in 
your relationship of course, but 
marital success has no room for 
division, ego, or selfishness. 
There’s power in partnership and 
it’s a must to thrive!  

Friendship    

You can partner, have a lot of 
money, and go on dream 
vacations, but if you’re arguing, 
fighting, and can't stand each 
other then the journey of 
marriage will be painful. Enjoying 
one another's company, being 
lovers, AND becoming friends is 
“ooooo” so beautiful. You 
shouldn't just love your spouse 
you should like them as well. I've 
seen a lot of couples that love 
each other but can’t stomach the 
sight of one another. That’s not 
good. Your job as a couple is to 
grow, connect, and explore each 
other. Affection and spending 
time together is essential. People 
only prioritize their time to do 

things that they enjoy. One of 
those things has to be spending 
time with one another to make 
your marriage thrive.   

Intimacy   
Intimacy isn't just sex guys. When 
I say intimacy, I’m talking about 
connecting on an emotional, 
spiritual, and intellectual level. 
Life keeps us busy and it seems 
impossible to slow down and 
connect with our spouses but it’s 
a must. You can strengthen your 
intimacy by communicating 
honestly, by opening up and being 
vulnerable, through physical 
touch, and taking the time to ask 
questions. There is safety and 
security in closeness. Practicing 
this art will develop closeness and 
breed affection and sexual 
intimacy.  

by Minister Steve McCoggle 

Most people want to be in a relationship, find 

companionship, and ultimately get married to the 

person of their dreams. I don’t believe that a person 

would commit themselves romantically to an 

individual to fail and live miserably. That would be 

ridiculous right? Could you imagine a person 

thinking, “I’m going to get married, have children, 

and spend 50 years of my precious life with a person 

that I hate, and live badly ever after”?   I don’t think 

so. 

Everyone wants to be happy, although our actions 

don’t always display that desire. However, we are 

human beings and God knows that we’re trying to 

figure out this thing called marriage. We need His 

help to be successful along with knowledge and a 

good circle of support. But what is success? 

Unfortunately, a lot of people define success as just 

getting by, not shedding blood, and tolerating each 

other until you go to heaven. No sir...that’s called 

survival and you two were created to thrive together, 

that's right, thrive!  

Some may ask, “Well, Steve, how do we thrive as a 

couple?” Well, ladies and gentlemen; it's simple but 

not easy, I might add. Let me explain. We hear about 

the pillars of a successful relationship like love, 

communication, romance, trust. Those things are 

essential and are pillars for success but I want to 

introduce you to a few pillars that are rarely 

discussed. May I share them? Of course, I can. 

.  

Intimacy isn't just sex guys. 
When I say intimacy, I’m talking 
about connecting on an 
emotional, spiritual, and 
intellectual level. Life keeps us 
busy and it seems impossible to 
slow down and connect with our 
spouses but it’s a must. You can 
strengthen your intimacy by 
communicating honestly, by 
opening up and being 
vulnerable, through physical 
touch, and taking the time to ask 
questions. There is safety and 
security in closeness. Practicing 
this art will develop closeness 
and breed affection and sexual 
intimacy.  

You can partner, have a lot of 

money, and go on dream vacations, 

but if you’re arguing, fighting, and 

can't stand each other then the 

journey of marriage will be painful. 

Enjoying one another's company, 

being lovers, AND becoming 

friends is “ooooo” so beautiful. You 

shouldn't just love your spouse you 

should like them as well. I've seen 

a lot of couples that love each other 

but can’t stomach the sight of one 

another. That’s not good. Your job 

as a couple is to grow, connect, 

and explore each other. Affection 

and spending time together is 

essential. People only prioritize 

their time to do things that they 

enjoy. One of those things has to 

be spending time with one another 

to make your marriage thrive.   

It’s imperative that we become 

partners, not just sex partners but 

true partners in most areas of our 

lives. (Sex is included though!) 

I’m not implying that you have to 

agree all of the time or share 

every thing but you must have the 

same ultimate goal for your 

relationship and that's to do what’s 

best for the marriage. You can 

really thrive by being unified and 

partnering in your finances, yep I 

said it. You must be partners in 

your decision-making and come 

into agreement. Some level of 

autonomy should be permitted in 

your relationship of course, but 

marital success has no room for 

division, ego, or selfishness. 

There’s power in partnership and 

it’s a must to thrive!  

PAGE 5 OF 16 



WINTER  
IS  

HERE 

 Winter is here! Summer is 
long gone and it’s all too easy 
to focus on doom and gloom 
this time of year…scratching 
ice off your windshield with 
numb fingers, shoveling snow, 
and the cold temperatures. 
And yes, it gets dark early! It’s 
easy to get into a whiny, 
complaining mode of, “I hate 
winter, it’s so cold, and I hate 
being cold.” But winter is also 
a time of stillness, silence, and 
patience—a time of Divine 
Rest. It is a great time to “Let 
go and let God.”  

 

There is no better time of year 
to take some “me time” 
…some time away from the 
challenges 2020 has 
presented to you. Like trees 
that empty themselves of their 
leaves and lie barren through 
winter, creating space for new 
leaves and foliage to emerge 
in the spring; you can do the 
same thing. Draw inward and 
make space for new 
beginnings. Reflect on what 

ideas or beliefs you have 
about yourself that do not 
match with who you desire to 
become and then shed those 
perspectives joyfully as you 
recreate yourself.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

To become who you would like 
to be in 2021, take the time to 
develop deep within. It’s okay 
to feel lazy and lack energy or 
inspiration; just don’t stay in 
that state for very long. 
Cocooning in the winter 
means you can be revitalized 
come spring, if you put in the 
effort. Stay cozy; feed your 
body and your mind with good 
manna spiritually and literally. 
Then let the divine work you’ve 
done all winter reopen to the 
new you that emerges.  

 

Like it or not, winter is here. 
So, this winter, slow down like 
nature does and watch things 
happen. At a time when you’re 
compelled to make New Year’s 
resolutions and get moving on 
those goals, consider a 
different way of being. Pay 
close attention to winter and 
realize that it is not so bad. 
Look at each winter day as 
preparation for a change as 
you renew and rebuild yourself 
from the inside out; allowing 
yourself to shine as winter 
melts into spring. Next, see 
your flaws and life concerns 
already melting in anticipation 
of the “new you” emerging. 
Lastly, watch the snowfall and 
instead of thinking about what 
a bother it is, think about how 
perfect the opportunity 
becomes to “Let go and let 
God!” 

 

by Sister Marsha Jenkins-Sanders 
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While we don't necessarily need an 
excuse to learn about the Black 
inventors and scientists who have 
made outstanding contributions to 
the advancement and betterment of 
science, technology, engineering, 
and humanity at large; Black History 
Month is as good a time as any to 
highlight their contributions. To 
understand the significance and 
impact of the inventions and 
discoveries of these men and 
women, we’ve gone as far back as 
the 1800s to highlight a few 
individuals.  

Enslaved from the time of his birth 
in Missouri, amid the Civil War, 
George Washington Carver was 
fascinated by plants. As the first 
Black undergraduate student at 
Iowa State, he studied soybean 
fungi and developed a new means 
of crop rotation. In 1894, he became 
the first African American to earn a 
Bachelor of Science degree. After 
earning his Master of Agriculture 
degree in 1896, Carver accepted a 
job at Alabama's Tuskegee Institute, 
a leading historically Black 
university. It was at Tuskegee that 
he made his greatest contributions 
to science, developing more than 
300 uses for the peanut, including 
soap, skin lotion, and paint. 
However, his research did not stop 
with the peanut. As a leading 
agronomist, George Washington 
Carver also pioneered numerous 
uses for soybeans and sweet 
potatoes.  

Inventor Lonnie Johnson holds 
more than 80 U.S. patents, but it's 
his invention of the Super Soaker 
toy that is perhaps his most 
endearing claim to fame. An 
engineer by training, Johnson has 
worked on both the stealth bomber 
project for the Air Force and the 
Galileo space probe for NASA, as 
well as developed means of 
harnessing solar and geothermal 
energy for power plants. But it's the 
Super Soaker toy, first patented in 
1986, that is his most popular 
invention, racking up nearly $1 
billion in sales since its release. 

Born Sarah Breedlove, Madame 
C.J. Walker became the first Black 
female millionaire by inventing a line 
of cosmetics and hair products 
aimed at Black consumers in the 
first decades of the 20th century. 
Walker pioneered the use of female 
sales agents, who traveled door to 
door across the U.S. and Caribbean 
selling her products. An active 
philanthropist, Walker also was an 
early champion of employee 
development and offered business 
training and other educational 
opportunities to her workers as a 
means of helping her fellow Black 
women achieve financial 
independence. 

George Edward Alcorn, Jr., a 
physicist whose work in the 
aerospace industry helped 
revolutionize astrophysics and 
semiconductor manufacturing, is 
credited with 20 inventions, eight of 

which he received patents for. 
Alcorn is best-known for an x-ray 
spectrometer used to analyze 
distant galaxies and other deep-
space phenomena, which he 
patented in 1984. His research into 
plasma etching, for which he 
received a patent in 1989, is still 
used in the production of computer 
chips, also known as 
semiconductors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From peanut butter, to the Super 
Soaker, to hair care products, and 
an x-ray spectrometer, people like 
George Washington Carver, Lonnie 
Johnson, Madam C.J. Walker, and 
George Edward Alcorn, Jr., figure 
not just into the story of scientific 
advancement but are powerful 
symbols of Black’s ability to 
succeed and flourish in all areas of 
endeavor. Black scientists, 
engineers, and inventors have 
found, and continue to find, the 
solutions to the world's problems. 
Their accomplishments have 
empowered global society 
throughout history and continue to 
make an impact. 

 

no copyright infringement is intended 

by Brother Ron Williams 
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Many of you have heard some 
unbeliever tell you how foolish you 
were for believing in a book that is 
written by man.  What about those 
unbelievers who explain to you how 
the Holy Bible contradicts itself and 
is inconsistent in its facts.  What 
about the Christian who tells you 
they only believe in the Gospels or 
just the New Testament, and “I don’t 
waste my time in the rest of the 
Bible.”? Then we have the Christians 
that read the scriptures but never 
truly understand them.   

I have news for you; if you’re called 
to proclaim the Gospel you better 
know that the world will reject the 
word and you.  Jesus said if the 
world hates you know that they first 
hated me.  The Holy Bible can’t be 
understood if one hasn’t submitted 
themselves to it completely. There is 
power released when a person 
submits themselves completely to 
the Holy Bible.  The Holy Bible is just 
another book when a person hasn’t 
submitted themselves to it. 

I will never forget the night I told the 

Lord that I wasn’t going to do things 
my way anymore and I submitted to 
the Holy Bible one hundred percent.  
The result was that the Lord 
imparted His knowledge and 
wisdom into me like few have ever 
seen.  Now let’s answer the 
question.  How can a perfect Bible 
be written by imperfect men?  The 
Holy Bible was written by man, 
through the divine inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit. The Apostle Peter 
explains this in 2 Peter 1:21. 

Peter explains that the Holy Bible 
was given by divine inspiration 
through the Holy Spirit.  This is the 
only way to explain how this book, 
which was written over a time 
period of 1500 years, can be 
cohesive and unified.  The Holy Bible 
has forty different authors, from 
different eras and backgrounds, but 
is still very cohesive.  Authors of the 
Holy Bible range from shepherds, 
farmers, tentmakers, physicians, 
fishermen, priests, philosophers and 
kings.  

There are many people that apply 

Biblical truths in a manner that suits 
their own fleshly desires.  The Holy 
Bible explains that this would 
happen in the last days. We are a 
people who lack knowledge because 
we don’t call on the Holy Spirit to do 
what the Word of God says He will 
do.  The Holy Spirit is our true 
teacher of the scriptures. 

There are thousands of books 
written based on understanding the 
Holy Bible.  There are another 
thousand or so books to show you 
how to apply the principles of the 
Holy Bible for the benefit of the 
church.   

God gave the word through the 
divine impartation of the Holy Spirit 
into the minds of men.  These men 
were not perfect in their ability, but 
because of their obedience to the 
Lord, they became the breeding 
ground of the perfect work of the 
Holy Spirit.  

by Minister Paul Travis  
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UNFELT 

FEELINGS 
Scholars of mind/behavior 
accept that emotions can be 
unconscious. Can our feelings be 
unconscious? Is there a pure 
concern to understand one’s 
emotional consciousness and 
one’s functional role of feelings?  
Feelings are not easy to deal 
with. Suddenly, I may feel 
sadness or a sudden lump in my 
throat. My suddenly is 
controlling my every waking 
moment! I was once 
enthusiastic, effervescent, 
bubbly but now I seem to have 
lost it – saddened, depressed, 
and in a state of spiritual apathy. 
Feelings have their unique way 
of showing up unannounced and 
appearing to be a true reflection 
of our God-given temperament.  
Can one’s subconscious state 
feed one’s conscious state? In 
our daily routines, we are aware 
of ourselves and the world 
around us (conscious state). At 
the same time, our subconscious 
subdues things and events that 
we are not currently thinking 
about. These can later surface 
and come to our awareness. So 
yes, our conscious mind may 
repress things into our 

unconscious/subconscious. 
Feelings that are “unfelt” at the 
moment but cause a state of 
anxiety, nervousness, and other 
issues to surface.  
Trauma, regardless of the actual 
type of event, creates a toxic 
level of stress. Raising the level 
of stress to the toxic range is part 
of what makes an event 
traumatic. Adult experiences of 
life events, for example, 
relationship discord, the sudden 
death of a loved one, chronic 
illness, and  problems with work 
or school, can generate more 
PTSD symptoms in non-military 
adults than events considered 
life-threatening, such as 
accidents or disasters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The year 2020 will never be 
forgotten. While changes are 
constantly occurring, we strive to 
embrace a better tomorrow. 
Sadly, for thousands of 

Americans, the vaccine won’t 
come soon enough. As a result, 
many died before they could 
execute their legacy – their mark 
in this world.  
In addition to the pandemic, 
people are also immersed in an 
epidemic of emotional pain. 
Many can’t get a grip on their 
emotions. Families are struggling 
because they don’t feel what 
they want to feel! Everywhere 
we turn, we face someone who 
is hurting deeply but can’t 
express what they are feeling. 
They are experiencing 
alexithymia, or the inability to 
identify and describe one’s 
emotional experience. Unfelt 
feelings are negatives in our 
lives. But you don’t have to 
suffer alone – speak with a 
Christian counselor.  
Let us believe more, seek more, 
and pray more. Let us cultivate 
patience during this time of 
waiting. 
“… seek first the kingdom of 
God…” 

 

by Elder Thea Clark Hines, PhD  
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FINANCIAL FINESSES 
 

Proverbs 13:11 (ESV)- Wealth 
gained hastily will dwindle, but 
whoever gathers little by little will 
increase it. 
It’s a new year and this time is often 
met with renewed hope and 
optimism. We feel as if this year will 
be better than the last and many of 
us make New Year’s Resolutions or 
goals. One of the goals for many 
people is to make better financial 
decisions.  
Deciding to become better financial 
stewards is a very attainable goal, 
provided that we develop or 
emulate a proven yet realistic game 
plan. Don’t know where to start? 
That’s ok, let’s focus on simple easy-
to-follow action items you can take 
today to make this year your best 
year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Open a Savings Account and Fund 
it with Direct Deposit 
If you already have a savings 
account, you’re halfway there. If 
not, find one with a great interest 

rate and set up an account. Then 
have your employer directly deposit 
$25 or more every pay period. If you 
can’t get direct deposit, set up an 
automatic transfer from your 
checking to your savings. The 
money will grow without much 
effort on your part and, chances 
are, you won’t miss what you’ve 
never seen. 
2. Lower Your Bills 
Comb through your bills and look 
for things you don’t use (or use 
enough to justify the cost), like 
premium channel packages, 
insurance or protection plans you 
don’t need, unlimited texting or 
data, subscriptions to papers or 
magazines you don’t read, and so 
on. If you’re not using it or getting 
your money’s worth, drop it. 
3. Set Up an IRA or Contribute to 
Your 401(k) 
You keep saying you’ll get around to 
it someday, so take an hour and set 
up an IRA at your bank or a 
brokerage like ING or Fidelity. 
Alternatively, sit down with your 
benefits manager and fill out the 
paperwork for your 401(k). Don’t 
worry if you can only afford a small 
contribution. It’s better than 
nothing and if your employer 
matches your contributions, that’s 
free money. 
4. Find Your Biggest Money Drain 
and Plug It 
Ever said, “I don’t know where it all 
goes?” Sit down with your bills and 
statements and figure out where 
your money is going. Do you eat out 
a lot? Entertain too much? Shop too 
often when you don’t need 
anything? Have a $10 per day 

Starbucks habit? If you’ve got a 
habit that’s costing you big money, 
find a way to plug that leak. Bring 
your own coffee to work. Brown bag 
your lunch. Host a potluck dinner 
instead of paying for everything. 
Find a free hobby to take the place 
of wandering the mall. 
Not every financial improvement 
has to take years to accomplish. 
There’s plenty you can do to 
improve your finances over your 
lunch hour or in a spare spot of time 
on a rainy Saturday. The trick is to 
stop thinking it won’t make a 
difference and realize that even the 
little things add up to big bucks 
down the road. 
5. Tithe (more) 
“I have observed 100,000 families 
over my years of investment 
counseling. I always saw greater 
prosperity and happiness among 
those families who tithed than 
among those who didn’t.”-Sir John 
Templeton, founder of Franklin 
Templeton Investments 
This of course comes first but is last 
in this article because you can use 
all the other tips as ways to put 
more into the collection plate. It’s 
always important to remember that 
God has given us everything and he 
only requires 10%. Outside of the 
blessings that God will bestow upon 
you—including financial—tithing 
makes us more cognizant of our 
finances.  
“I never would have been able to 
tithe the first million dollars I ever 
made if I had not tithed my first 
salary, which was $1.50 per week.”- 
John D. Rockefeller Sr.  
 

by Minister Dennis Thompson 
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“Deciding to become better 
financial stewards is a very 

attainable goal, provided 
that we develop or emulate 

 a proven yet  
realistic game plan”  



OUT OF THE ASHES 
 We have embarked upon a new 

year and many of us are hoping that 
this year will be better than 2020. 
Though last year was a challenging 
year for all of us; let us take time to 
reflect upon the blessings that came 
out of it.  Yes, there were many life 
challenges that all of us had to deal 
with. However, taking time to 
reflect on the past can put things 
into perspective as it relates to life 
and our resilience. 

The pandemic challenged many of 
us to shift into survival mode in 
more ways than one. Businesses 
allowed their workers to set up an 
office at home and continue to work 
remotely. This was a win-win for 
many because businesses continued 
to operate, and workers were able 
to continue providing for their 
families. TV show’s hosts kept 
viewers engaged and sustained high 
ratings by going from the studio to 
living rooms via Zoom. Church 
services and Bible Studies went 
from corporate gatherings to 

Christians creatively using 
Facebook, Zoom, and church 
websites as their pulpits. Social 
media became an avenue for many 
denominations to continue to have 
their worship services.  And, some 
of us who could not attend the 
funerals of family and friends we 
loss because of COVID-19 
restrictions, were able to say good-
bye virtually, through funerals 
streamed on the internet. 

Many God-given gifts and new 
home businesses were birthed 
during the pandemic. Numerous 
writers and singers wrote songs that 
echoed messages of hope and 
healing to the hurting. Some singers 
and musicians took it a step further 
and graced the world with their 
talents from home balconies, 
courtyards, and outside hospitals 
windows. Others went into 
outreach mode by serving hot 
meals, donating to shelters, and 
volunteering in their communities. 
All to encourage us to stay strong, 

and know that we will get through 
this together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you have reflected on the 
blessings you received last year, 
take time to genuinely be grateful 
and give thanks. Do not miss this 
opportunity of growth and spiritual 
maturity that has been given to you: 
for it will be a source of strength in 
the coming days. By the grace of 
God, we are on our way out of the 
ashes!  

 
by Minister Brenda Hailey 
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“Many God-given 

gifts and new home 

businesses were 

birthed during the 

pandemic”  



POET’S CORNER:  

THE RESOLUTION 

 

They are the words that you decree and declare, 

that only you can honor, the sacred garment only you can wear. 

What you speak from your mouth to yourself is significant, 

to thine own self be true, believe, take pride, know you are magnificent. 

You have the authority to dream it, speak it, and perform its execution, 

Be mindful and purposeful as you commit to your resolution. 

It's more than… lose weight, quit smoking,  

or other things that pose a hindrance, 

but to honor a promise made to yourself, it’s the best investment,  

with high yield and interest. 

So, become resolute, doing what it takes to get to the throne. 

Shake off sloth, eating chips and donuts in bed while  

watching the Flintstones. 

Don’t be easily distracted, lead astray, or thrown off course, 

this is your life, your story, it's your decision; let your words be enforced. 

Study, execute, repeat… start your private revolution, 

you’ll see things morphing before your eyes, like evolution. 

This year, make good on your New Year’s resolutions, 

for a better year and a better you, this is the solution.  

No more time to waste or lies to self and flat out convolution, 

be true to your dreams and live out your best life constitution. 

Be resolute in 2021. 

 
by Sister Nandi Mandisa 
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The Daniel Fast is a method of fasting based on the fasting experiences of the 

prophet Daniel. It is a partial fast, meaning that some foods are eaten, and others 

are restricted. The fast is typically 21 days, which brings Christians closer to God; 

resulting in answered prayer and increased spiritual insight through consistent 

worship and prayer. Committing your first fruits—fasting, prayer, and tithing—at the 

beginning of the year, positions you to maintain this commitment throughout the 

year.  Just remember, your doctor should be consulted before any fasting is 

attempted, especially if being treated for any medical conditions.  

PAGE 13 OF 16 



ANSWER YOUR CALL TO MINISTRY 

ADMISSIONS 

Applicants for admission to RTS are considered without 
regard to sex, age, color, or national origin. All individuals 
who meet admission requirements will be accepted into 
RTS. Assessments will be administered to all prospective 
students according to their academic background and 
experience. 

Degree programs are completed during a two-year course 
of study. Life and ministerial experience, as well as, 
previously earned college credits will be considered on an 
individual basis. 

TUITION AND FINANCIAL PLANS 

RTS is committed to offering you the highest level of 
academic studies in the Word of God at an affordable cost. 
As a religious exempt school, students will not be eligible 
to receive Federal Student Aid or Federal Loans. 

In an effort to keep tuition expenses very affordable, RTS 
provides payment plans to accommodate the needs of each 
student. Students may also secure personal loans to pay for 
tuition expenses or make monthly payments to RTS for the 
twenty months of the program. 

ACCREDITATION 

The purpose of accreditation is to: 

q Certify that an institution has met the established 
standards of excellence; 

q Assist prospective students in identifying reputable 
institutions, which, offer degree programs that will meet 
their needs and goals; 

q Allow institutions to evaluate the acceptability of transfer 
credits into their own curricula programs. 

RTS is accredited by National Private Schools Association 
Group, Inc. and American Accrediting Association of 
Theological Institutions, Inc., The accreditation agency for 
RTS is a non-secular, private accrediting association, 
which accredits post-secondary institutions. Therefore, 
RTS does not qualify for any Federal programs or 
approvals such as international student programs, etc. RTS 
students do not qualify for Federal or State loans or grant 
programs. In accordance with Code Section 20-3-250.3, an 
institution that has religious affiliation may apply for an 
exemption, on religious grounds, from the provisions of 
the Nonpublic Postsecondary Education Act. 

NPEC OF GEORGIA 

RTS has applied for and has been granted Religious 
Exemption by the State of Georgia through the Nonpublic 
Postsecondary Education Commission. 

CREDENTIALS 

v Certified Academic Institution by National Christian 
Counseling Association 

v National Private Schools Association Group 

v Member: American Association of Christian Counselors 

v National Christian Counselors Association 

For more information regarding admission to Restoration 
Theological Seminary - Michigan, please contact us: 

Main Office: 35118 W. Michigan Ave. 

Wayne, Michigan 48184 

(734) 672 – 1023 

Dr. Thea Hines, PhD, RTS Dean/Professor 

“A Commitment of Excellence” 

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth. ~ Timothy 2:15 KJV 

We are called to be doers of the Word of God. “The very 
substance of the ambitious is merely the shadow of a 
dream”. Hamlet, Act II, sc. 2 ~ William Shakespeare 

Restoration Theological Seminary of Michigan 

“A Commitment of Excellence” 

Greater Dreams 

35118 W. Michigan Ave. 

Wayne, MI. 48184 

Email: 

restorationtsmi@gmail.com 

(734) 672-1023 

(School) 

Revised:06 /2020 

INTRODUCTION 

Restoration Theological Seminary (RTS) is committed to 
provide courses in the field of study of Theology, Divinity, 
Christian & Pastoral Counseling, Life Coaching, Ministry 
& Pastoral Ministry, Organizational Leadership and 
Prophetic Ministry for the purpose of equipping scholars, 
Christian ministers and remarkable leaders for Kingdom 
service. RTS began as a vision of Gateway Restoration 
International Network (GRIN) through visionaries Dr. 
Leon and Dr. Barbara Beeler. They saw a need for 
ministers and lay Christians who had accepted the call of 
God to be taught specifically in the area of their call. The 
Beeler’s developed an educational program of excellence 
which interacts with pastors and leaders with a focus on 
spirituality. In 1995, this institution was birthed in Forest 
Park, Georgia as a branch location of Jacksonville 
Theological Seminary. In 2004, RTS officially became an 
independent private accredited school. Since its inception, 
the RTS has graduated approximately 400 students. RTS 
offers both degree and non-degree fields of study. All 
courses offered are Biblically based because the school 
believes the Holy Bible to be the true and living Word of 
God and is necessary to prepare men and women for the 
call of God upon their lives. The degree programs of RTS 
are ecclesiastical in nature and designed solely for 
religious vocations to prepare you for God’s work. 

“I believe that we have an educational program of 
excellence that is well able to position our students to 
share the gospel of Jesus Christ and to carry the message 
of wellness in spirit, soul, and body to the world.” 
~Barbara J. Beeler, Ph.D., RTS President At RTS 
academics and faith are our top priorities, our code of 
conduct teaches discipline, excellence in all that we do and 
RTS promotes a lifestyle of Biblical morality to be well-
balanced allowing the student the freedom to enjoy their 
college experience. ~ 

Professor A. Howell, Ph.D. 

DEGREE PROGRAMS_______________ 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES 

Associate & Bachelor Degrees of 

· Biblical Studies 

· Life Coaching 

· Pastoral Counseling 

· Ministry 

· Organizational Leadership 

· Pastoral Ministry 

· Prophetic Ministry (Deliverance Studies) 

GRADUATE STUDIES 

Masters’ Degree of 

· Divinity 

· Life Coaching 

· Pastoral Counseling 

· Christian Counseling 

· Ministry 

· Organizational Leadership 

· Pastoral Ministry 

· Prophetic Ministry (Deliverance Studies) 

· Theology 

Doctorate Degree 

· Divinity 

· Life Coaching 

· Pastoral Counseling 

· Christian Counseling 

· Ministry 

· Organizational Leadership 

· Pastoral Ministry 

· Prophetic Ministry (Deliverance Studies) 

· Theology 

RTS CERTIFICATE PROGRAM 

RTS offers adult students who are seeking more 
knowledge of the word of God but not necessarily desiring 
to earn a degree, an educational Certificate program that 
will provide them with skills that will benefit them both in 
ministry and the secular arena. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 

Christian Counselors and Coaches may obtain continuing 
education units (CEU’s) to maintain Biblical licensure with 
the RTS - corporate. 

*Students may apply for Board Certification with 
Restoration Theological Seminary. After completing the 
required course of study, a candidate will be required to 
complete and pass a board examination prior to obtaining 
Board Certification as a Pastoral Counselor, Christian 
Counselor, Temperament Coach, or Life Coach. 

Corporate website: www.rtsonlineseminary.ocom 
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•Doctorate Degree 

•· Divinity 

•· Life Coaching 

•· Pastoral Counseling 

•· Christian Counseling 

•· Ministry 

•· Organizational Leadership 

•· Pastoral Ministry 

•· Prophetic Ministry (Deliverance 
Studies) 

•· Theology 
 

ADMISSIONS 
Applicants for admission to RTS are considered without 

regard to sex, age, color, or national origin. All 
individuals who meet admission requirements will be 

accepted into RTS.  Assessments will be administered to 
all prospective students according to their academic 

background and experience. 
 

Degree programs are completed during a two-year 
course of study.  Life and ministerial experience, as well 
as, previously earned college credits will be considered 

on an individual basis.  
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Martin Luther King Jr. 

“I HAVE A DREAM” 
Monday, January 18 
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