EDITORIAL ELIGHTENMENT: Our First Year

April 2021 marks the first anniversary of the greater dreams
church newsletter and dreamers magazine. The editorial team
has worked diligently, enthusiastically, and consistently this past
year to provide an ever-increasing high-quality publication for
our church members, their family, and friends. It is our
objective to provide uplifting, enlightening, and interesting
information for, and about, our membership and community.
We strive to ensure that the vision, goals, and objectives of our
bishop and first lady are efficiently and effectively
communicated in an aesthetically pleasing format. This
milestone is one that we are extremely pleased to have
accomplished. Moving forward, we are committed to our
pursuit of excellence and service. Current and all past issues of
the magazines and newsletters are available for
viewing/downloading on our website
(www.Greaterdreamschurch.Org). Also, your feedback, ideas,
and editorial input are
welcome. Please send any comments and suggestions to
newsletter@greaterdreamschurch.Org or text (313) 407-1989.
by Deacon Norman Haygood

Editorial Team
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Everything starts small.” - Cicero

“THANK GOD FOR THE SMALL,
MORE IS COMING”

by Dr. Larry G. Mack Jr.

It is more important to start small, make small mistakes, and
grow as a person. Years ago, in prayer, I heard, “Use what you
have, and I will give you more.” Those words stayed with me. If
I maximize where I am, more will be given to me. In his book,
“How Rich People Think”, Steve Siebold, a popular American
business coach, stresses that the average person has a “lottery”
mentality. We hope for success without effort, and believe for an
unreal inheritance, that in most cases, will never happen. It
would be a wonderful dream come true if it were to happen,
but you should realize it could be lost very easily, and your life
may become deprived as a result.
Huge inheritances, lottery winnings, and multi-million business
deals, rarely happen, but if it does, it could crush you. When a
big thing comes into your life unexpectedly, especially when you
did not work for it, it can prove to be disastrous. There is no
way around hard work, appreciation, and being faithful over
small things. I blew a lot of things in my life and it almost
destroyed me because it came too fast. William Posts’ mother
died when he was eight years old, and his father sent him to
the orphanage immediately after the funeral. For most of his life
Post was a fisherman, until he bought a Pennsylvania lottery
ticket in 1988 and won $16.2 million. Within a few months,
Post spent a lot of money on houses, cars, yachts, and
questionable business deals. Devastated, he died of apnea in
2006, without a penny to his name. “I was much happier
without money,” he once admitted. Overnight success can crush
you. Understand God has given you the power to get wealth.
Be a good manager over the small things so you can handle the
real wealth when it comes.

Zhanit Lee, an immigrant from South Korea, won the $18
million Missouri lottery in 1993. She began actively investing in
various educational programs, public, and political organizations
and even dined with Bill Clinton, Al Gore, and South Korean
President Kim Dae-Jung. However, eight years after winning, the
money ran out, and with $700 in the account, Lee was forced
to declare herself bankrupt. She had good intentions. She was
trying to make a difference, but with her overnight riches, she
ended up worse off. Be encouraged and know God has
anointed you to live life to the fullest.
Everything great and successful begins with something small.
Thank God for the small beginnings, they are teaching us how
to manage on that level, so when your “Big” comes it does not
destroy you. God told Joshua, “Every place you step I will give it
to you.” What He was saying to Joshua is, manage the small
and I will give you more.
It’s spring, a wonderful time of the year. As nature blossoms, so
does your life. Embrace the moment, embrace the change.
Handle the small because it is training for the big. We love you
and want to see you win big in this life. Great marriages, great
families, great companies, great churches, and all the great
things began small with everyday people like you and me. Enjoy
the journey, it is training for the next level.
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YOU CAN RUN BUT
YOU CAN’T HIDE
by Lady Regina Mack

Where can I go from your Spirit?
Where can I flee from your presence?
Psalms 139:7 (NIV)

I heard the story of a lawyer who was trying to deliver
an important paper to someone. Thinking it was a
subpoena, the intended recipient avoided the attorney.
But this was a very persistent attorney, and he would
not give up. This went on for 14 years, until the man
ended up in a hospital bed, dying of cancer. As he was
lying there, the lawyer wheeled up next to him with the
paper.
The man said, “I don’t even care anymore. I’m dying of
cancer. Give me the subpoena.”
“What subpoena?” the lawyer asked. “I have a
document here to prove that you’ve inherited $45
million!”
That is how it is when we’re running from God. We’re
effectively saying, “Get away from me God, with your
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forgiveness and your love and your mercy. I want to live
the way I want to live,” not understanding God only
wants to do good unto us. He told Jeremiah, “I know
my thoughts toward you. They are good.”

In the book of Jonah, God told the Prophet to do two
things. But Jonah got up, paid his fare, and instead of
going to Nineveh to preach the gospel as commanded,
he set out in the direction of Tarshish, running away
from God.
We may speculate on why Jonah did not want to do
what God told him to do, but it is even better for us to
ponder why we don’t do what God tells us to do.

When in trouble, man does his
best to fix the problem
himself.
When you run away from the LORD, you
never get to where you are going, and you
always pay your own fare. When you go the
LORD’s way, you not only get to where you
are going, but He provides the fare. Jonah
1:4, “But God sent a huge storm at sea, the
waves towering.”
It was the LORD who stirred up the storm.
We often think of Jesus calming the waters,
and He can do that. But God can also stir up
the storm. You cannot disobey the Lord
without consequence. He gives us
instruction for a reason; to protect and
prosper us. We disobey him at our own peril.
Jonah 1:5-6, “The sailors were terrified. They
called out in desperation to their gods. They
threw everything they were carrying
overboard to lighten the ship. Meanwhile,
Jonah had gone down into the hold of the
ship to take a nap. He was sound asleep.” 6)
“The captain came to him and said, What's
this? Sleeping! Get up! Pray to your god!
Maybe your god will see we're in trouble
and rescue us."
When in trouble, man does his best to fix the
problem himself. In this case, they threw the
cargo overboard. When that isn’t enough,
man turns to his gods. If we don’t know the
true God, The God of the Bible, before we
are in trouble, we may turn to a false and
imaginary god, one of our own making.
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the
light.”
While the storm raged, Jonah slept. Perhaps
because the storm outside seemed
insignificant, in comparison to the storm
inside, or maybe he was tired…tired of
running from God…tired of trying to come
up with why it made sense to be
disobedient…just tired.

Jonah was asleep in the midst of confusion
and chaos. We are living in a chaotic world;
all around us are many storms, yet, like
Jonah, many Christians are going through
the motions…sleep. It must have seemed
ironic to Jonah that the sailors demanded he
call on his God. His only reason for being on
that ship was to escape his God.
Listen to God! God has given us a roadmap
for life. If we follow it, we do well. This is what
God said to Joshua as he entered the
promised land. "This book of the law shall
not depart from your mouth, but you shall
meditate on it day and night, so that you
may be careful to do according to all that is
written in it; for then you will make your way
prosperous, and then you will have success"
(Joshua 1:8)
Storm Cure - If you find yourself in the midst
of a “Jonah storm”, there is only one way out:
Repentance. Reluctantly and stubbornly,
Jonah repented, “Throw me overboard,” he
tells the crew. The reality is Jonah wasn’t
asking to be lowered over in a boat so he
could make his way back to Nineveh. He
wanted to be thrown overboard because he
would rather die than obey. So, a fish
swallowed him. Now I guess when you’re
hanging out in a fish's digestive system, it
gives you a few minutes to review your life.
Repentance took hold in Jonah, and
indigestion took hold of the fish. The storm
was over. Jonah was vomited onto the beach
in Nineveh. Not a real auspicious arrival for a
prophet, but terribly effective. If you want to
stop going through Jonah storms, you
hidemust start making better decisions,
following better advice, and listening more
to God. Stop running from God! Run to Him!
Remember, it may be easy to run… but you
can’t hide.
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by Sister Nandi Mandisa
No copywrite infringement intended

Alicia Keys sings a song called, "Girl on
fire." It tells of a young woman who is
undaunted by adversity. She is an over
comer, full of passion and zeal. We should
all live a life filled with passion, giving
ourselves over to causes bigger than
ourselves. We should motivate and inspire
ourselves and others to take positive action
in the world which, will ultimately move us
toward purpose. We should allow that fire
that burns inside of our soul to blaze
forward, lighting the way to the greatness
that awaits us. This burning desire is
strongly connected to our life’s work and
should never be extinguished. We all have
a unique and special quality, a gift inside of
us to offer the world. This is the purpose
that we were created to fulfill, this is the
fiery desire within us.
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It is time to walk into the fire. Fear not, this
fire will not destroy you, but refine and
purify you. This fire will burn brightly
through you and burn off strongholds,
doubt and worry. The flames will melt
away procrastination, pridefulness and all
hindrances. Carry your torch high and
allow it to light the way. By the fire we are
tested and proven. We are the chosen
ones on a fiery mission in the Earth.
Everything we need to succeed is at hand,
take hold of your torch and start running.
Run to finish the race victoriously,
accomplishing the desires of your heart
and the promise of your life, through
perseverance, passion and purpose.
Be that man/woman on fire!

MARRIAGE IS A
PIECE OF CAKE

By Minister Steve McCoggle

Baking a cake is simple but not always easy, would you agree?
Just because it looks good on the outside doesn't mean that it
tastes good on the inside. Have you ever been to a wedding
reception and locked eyes with a beautiful cake, anticipating the
moment you would taste it; then discovered it was dry, tasted
horrible, and fooled you?

4. Sugar keeps everything soft and prevents your cake from
drying out by locking in the moisture. If you miss this ingredient
your baked good runs the possibility of becoming stale very
quickly. Sugar adds sweetness, without adding specific flavor,
and is a necessary ingredient in all baked goods. Just like sugar
keeps a cake soft and moist, so does romance and intimacy.

Unfortunately, that’s how some marriages are. We focus on the
aesthetics of our relationship and disregard the main ingredients
that make our cake/marriage “tasty”. I want to share the
necessary ingredients to make a stable, not perfect, cake and
how it relates to marriage.

5. Vanilla extract spruces up your cake. One little teaspoon packs
a big punch and adds flavor and richness throughout the entire
cake. Vanilla extract, lemon zest, rum, or whatever flavoring you
choose; enhances all the other flavors in your cake, brings a
savor to your palate, and keeps your cake from being bland. In
the same way extracts and flavorings enhance your cake;
openness, honesty, communication, friendship, partnership, and
compromise add flavor and richness throughout your entire
relationship. Just one helping goes a long way.

1. Flour, cake flour, holds the ingredients together. When paired
with other ingredients it forms a thickening agent like batter or
dough. Flour supports the structure of baked goods that help
make a cake firm, resilient, and solid. Like flour, love acts as a
bonding agent, holding everything together and is the
foundation for any good marriage.
2. Eggs play an important role because they add structure,
stability, and moisture to the ingredients. The benefit of eggs is
they emulsify and bond together ingredients for a smooth finish.
Just like eggs, trust, respect, and finance create structure and
stability in a relationship. Structure is the organization of
something, it is the way it is designed. Stability is the strength
and security of a relationship and reminds me of the adage;
“Trust is like a forest; it takes a long time to grow but can be
easily destroyed by one ounce of carelessness.”

6. Liquid, whether it be milk, 7UP, or heavy whipping cream,
improves the feel of baked goods by providing moisture and
texture. The liquid that you use creates a strong batter or dough;
one that can withstand the rigors of baking. When you add milk
or liquid it gives the cake the capability to withstand a high
temperature. Just like liquid, milk, or 7Up— GOD helps you to
withstand the fire. Be it emotional support, instrumental or
physical support, or informational support; support helps you
feel cared for, loved, and important.

3. Butter is one of the key ingredients to bake goods. Butter
works together with the other ingredients to add body, texture,
and richness to your cake. It makes baked goods softer and
creates a light and tender texture. Just like butter, validation and
affirmation add body, texture, and richness to relationships.
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It’s
Spring
by Sister Marsha Jenkins-Sanders

It’s spring…a time for new beginnings! That time of
year when everybody is tired of the long, cold,
snowy, icy winter and anxiously anticipating warmer
weather, daffodils and tulips blooming, greener
grass, buds on trees and no more winter coats!
Things come to life in the spring! This is a time of
rebirth, rejuvenation, renewal, resurrection, and
regrowth—a time to see the world with fresh eyes.
And it is the perfect time to reflect on what's
happening inside you and what wants to burst forth.
Dust the cobwebs off your life and welcome spring
with open arms! Why…because it is a season of
hope and a wonderful reminder that God is not
through with you or your story. Rejoice in the longer
days and soul-searching you experienced in winter.
This is an awakening; a chance to be regenerated,
reborn from the stillness and quietness of winter.
Notice the sights, sounds, and smells from your
surroundings; sunshine, birds chirping, and rain
falling. Everything is clean and striving to flourish—
inviting action, inspiration, and commitment to a
fresh start.
Look forward to spring and the “new” it brings. If you
let it, spring will propel you to a new energy and a
new mindset; revealing the wisdom in being open to
change. With change comes the opportunity to
Page 8

explore who you are becoming and embrace new
life as you reinvent yourself. It is okay to feel lost,
uncertain, or disoriented, or to lose a sense of
direction and purpose. That is preparation for the
“new” that comes next! A caterpillar’s endgame is to
embrace a new life as a beautiful butterfly. To do that,
it must change—experience a metamorphosis—
completely reinventing itself inside its cocoon.
Spring is a time for new beginnings. If winter was a
season of sorrow, let the gentle spring rains wash
away any residue of grief. If winter was a season of
sickness, let spring’s “newness” renew you. Leave the
old behind and be reborn during this season. Renew,
rethink, reassess, refocus, and restore as you emerge
from that “cocoon.” Go ahead…stretch…shake off
the winter doldrums and lazy-day mindset. See the
extra pounds for what they are…and then purpose
to lose them! Step into something you’ve toyed with
for a while and enjoy the journey. Listen to new
perspectives and see things in a fresh way. Only then
will what’s happening inside you burst forth—poised
to lift you into your purpose and destiny.

by Minister Paul Travis

Our access to the Lord’s help, and power over the
temptations of Satan, are based on our willingness to
forgive others. When we pray, God is waiting to do what we
ask of Him, in Jesus’ name. But our own unforgiveness will
leave God powerless to deliver us from evil. Satan wants
nothing more than to keep us out of God’s will. Please
don’t get me wrong; God is God alone, and He can bless
us whenever and however He chooses. That said, to gain
access to God requires prayer.
Drawing near to God, through prayer, gives us power over
Satan. God is so merciful He sent His only begotten Son to
show us the way. Jesus lays out the perfect structure for
communicating with God—prayer. The only sure ways to
access God are praying in the format of the Lord’s Prayer
and praying in the Spirit of God. Jesus prayed and stayed
in communication with God because He walked in the
Spirit of God. Walking in the Spirit is walking in the
character of Jesus Christ.
Let’s look at how Satan responds when we pray prayers
that don’t line up with the Lord’s Prayer or God’s will. The
apostle Peter says that Satan prowls around as if he’s a
roaring lion. That’s true, but Satan can only bring us harm if
we let him; he is harmless unless we allow him access to
our life. How does Satan gain this access? He will bring us
the things we desire that will keep us out of the will of God.
Once we are out of the will of God, we can keep praying
for stuff, over and over again; it won’t get us eternal life or
deliverance from evil will.

self-motivated part of the Lord’s Prayer. All that needs to be
said about the enemy in prayer is “Lord, deliver me from
the hand of the evil one.” That’s it. When we ask Him to
deliver us from sin and iniquity, He reacts immediately to
this request. He already knows our needs, and if we have
submitted to God’s will, we are in line to have all our needs
and desires met. God, and His plan, is greater than we can
even imagine.
If there are any resentments and bitterness, we must give it
over to the Lord. Forgiveness is a decision of faith to allow
Jesus Christ to act in us. Forgiving others helps our peace
and allows our prayers to be heard by the Lord. No sin can
rob us of our relationship with God if we make it a point to
forgive. If we don’t feel like forgiving, that’s our flesh
controlling us; ask the Lord to help with this, and he will.
I’ve tried this time and time again, and it works.
Vengeance against a brother or sister would be assuming
that we have a right that we do not have. This is the Lord’s
job, so let it go and forgive. After we forgive, the Holy Spirit
takes over and allows the grace of God to move in our life.
We need God’s grace because there is no limit to the
number of times we must forgive. Let’s take a look at
Matthew 18:21-22, “Then Peter came to Jesus and asked,
“Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister
who sins against me? Up to seven times?” Jesus answered,
“I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.” Get
the picture!

God only has great plans for us. He wants His children to
ask Him to deliver them from all sorts of evil and the snares
of the enemy. Asking God to deliver us from evil is the only
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GOD DID IT
by Minister Rekaya Harris

In 2008, Kevin and I were newlyweds; we had just had our
second child and were trying to find our way in life. We were
living paycheck to paycheck and barely making it. Looking back,
we still don't understand how we were able to survive on so little
income. Kevin was working for Ypsilanti Public Schools, and I
was just hired at Walmart. As college dropouts, we knew we had
to figure out viable careers.
Wanting more for my family, I started praying and asking God to
reveal to me the career I was destined to have because I had no
clue what I wanted to do with my life. After praying, I felt in my
spirit that I had to check out manicure school, so I did, and
before I knew it, I enrolled at Virginia Ferrell in Westland, MI.
With lots of determination, I excelled in school and was able to
finish the 10-month program in six months. When I graduated, I
set up shop in my living room doing nails, while Kevin was
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cutting hair, on the other side of the room, to make ends meet.
.

“I PRAYED ABOUT IT,
AND GOD CONFIRMED IT IN MY SPIRIT”
I began working in my cousin's salon. One day, she
informed me that the salon was closing. I suddenly
felt lost, and I began to seek direction from God
once again. With only 10-15 customers per week, I
was not making enough money to pay booth rental
anywhere. Working out of my home was no longer
an option, so I had to figure something out.
I got back on my knees and continued to pray
about it. Shortly afterward, the landlord of the
salon I was working at reached out to me and
offered me a suite. I pondered the idea of being a
business owner so soon after graduating, even
though this was something I always wanted to do. I
felt I was not ready because I did not have the
clientele to afford the bills. After consulting with
Kevin, I reached back out to the landlord, and I told
her what I could afford in monthly rent and
surprisingly, she accepted my offer. All of a sudden,
doors began to open for me. Equipment that was
too expensive before, I was able to find nearly new
in my budget. I was incredibly nervous about
opening my salon, but I trusted God and stepped
out on faith. The first week of my opening, I was
completely booked, and I have been booked ever
since.
Shortly after opening, Kevin decided to go to
barber school so he could provide for our family as
well. He excelled in school. In fact, at one point he
found discrepancies in the barber school exam and
brought it to the attention of the administrators. A
lot of the guys weren’t graduating because there
were errors in the answer key that was being used
to grade the exam. Kevin helped the administrators
correct the issue and received extra credit for his
work (in the form of 900 credit hours).

Eventually the landlord of the salon where I had my
business announce that she would be closing the
doors. I had been in business for about seven years
and was ready to expand. Kevin and I, along with
Kevin's co-worker and friend Ammiel, decided to
partner up and find a salon to purchase. After a
couple of months of looking we were still unable to
find anything to our liking. I thought about the
salon Kevin and Ammiel were currently working in
and realized it had great potential. I presented the
idea to them of purchasing the business, and they
both happily agreed. I fell in love with it the first
time I laid eyes on it, so this was a dream come true
for me. Once we were all on one accord, I prayed
about it, and God confirmed it in my spirit. Three
years later we are still in business and have a full
staff. I encourage everyone to make Jesus head of
your life, and He will never lead you astray.
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FINANCIAL FINESSES

by Minister Dennis Thompson

“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who
called his servants and entrusted to them his
property. To one he gave five talents, to another
two, to another one, to each according to his
ability. Then he went away. He who had received
the five talents went at once and traded with
them, and he made five talents more. So also,
he who had the two talents made two talents
more. But he who had received the one talent
went and dug in the ground and hid his
master's money” Matthew 25:14-30 (ESV)
Reddit/Wallstreet Bets, AME, GME, Apes, to the
moon! These stock market abbreviations are
significant in the current major disruptions on
Wall Street. Over the last quarter, Hedge Fund
Managers have been terrified and America has
been mesmerized. In case you’ve been hiding
under a rock, here’s what you need to know.
In January 2021 internet users, on an online
forum called Reddit, banded together to
squeeze some of the largest Shorts hedge
funds were banking on: AMC and Gamestop
(GME). In finance, being short in an asset means
investing in such a way that the investor will
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profit if the value of the asset falls. This is the
opposite of a more conventional "long"
position, where the investor will profit if the
value of the asset rises.
There are several ways of achieving a short
position. In the stock market, a short squeeze is
a rapid increase in the price of a stock owing
primarily to an excess of short selling of a stock
rather than underlying fundamentals. This Short
Squeeze, by this online community on Reddit,
caused Hedge Funds to lose billions of dollars
as some teetered on the brink of bankruptcy.
The stocks of AMC and GME rose nearly 1700%
leading to meteoric gains. The stocks have since
been extremely volatile as many WSB (Wall
Street Bets) users continue to invest in these
stocks and others. Many WSB users used novice
trading apps like Robinhood to make their
transactions. So, before you decide to throw
your life savings into the stock market, open a
Robin Hood Account, and join WSB.

.

Before you invest, you should know the following:
Investing in stocks comes with substantial
risk, especially in the short term.
While stocks are often viewed as a safe investment
strategy in the long term, nothing is guaranteed.
The stock market is volatile, especially in the short
term, and can swing wildly in between extremes. If
you’re looking to invest your money in the short
term, there are usually much more reliable, low-risk
investment strategies available.
Investing all of your money in the stock of a
single corporation is very risky.
It can be tempting to go “all in” on a promising
young company that you think might turn into the
next Apple or Amazon. However, investing all of
your money in a single company is a risky
proposition. There’s no way of reliably predicting
which companies will be an overnight success. If
you guess wrong, you may lose some or all of your
investment.

A common investment strategy is to invest in many
different companies to reduce risk. This spreads
out your investment and protects it in the case that
one company’s stock plummets. However, this
strategy often involves additional brokerage fees,
which can hamper your returns in the long run.
Consider investing in the stock market after
you’ve maximized your 401(k), savings, and other
investment vehicles
If you’re a novice stock trader, make it a hobby first
and don’t dive in feet first. Use disposable income
that you would otherwise use for the movies or a
night out, earmark these funds as a tradeoff. Learn
your risk tolerance, do your research, and paper
trade first.
While there are no sure “bets” on Wall Street,
always remember that the best investment you can
make with the Master’s money is an investment in
the kingdom of God.

A good strategy for reducing risk is to spread
out your investments.
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We Wear the Mask
Paul Laurence Dunbar’s, “We Wear the Mask,” refers to
marginalized people wearing a mask that hides their
suffering and emotions, while displaying a level of
contentment for those who cannot see behind the
mask. We, as a nation, while enduring COVID-19, have
worn a ‘mask’ for over a year to hide our stress,
suffering, loneliness, and despair. Instead of seeing the
truth, people see the masks we have been wearing.
This outward display of “mask wearing” hides our
wonderment of unmerited human suffering.
COVID-19, a global pandemic, has turned everything
upside down and has taken a toll on so many.
Loneliness and separation are significant issues that
have plummeted our way of life since the pandemic
hit. Our minds are racing daily, as we sit around all day
in isolation, wondering if we, or a loved one, will live
another day. As vaccines emerge, we still are living in a
season of uncertainty, cloaked with stress, anxiety,
ambiguity, and unpredictability. Our reality is social
distancing and mask wearing as the norm.
Research is only beginning to emerge on the
psychology of the COVID-19 pandemic impact on
loneliness, social distancing, and “stay-at-home”
orders. Will this prolonged social isolation lead to
memory loss, and could loneliness be a risk factor for
cognitive decline, dementia, or even death? The
American Psychological Association (APA) are still
assessing the long-term impact of social distancing
and “stay-at-home” orders. We must have patience as
science uncovers this untreaded territory.
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by Thea Clark Hines, Ph.D.

How can we be calm in the midst of stress all around
us?
• Lay out a plan – plan ahead and plan often
• Place significant relationships first – Zoom your family and friends
• Look for a spiritual dimension in everything – Meditating on Psalms

Kate Hankey and William Fischer wrote a song, “I Love
to Tell the Story.” Hankey was recovering from a
lengthy illness when she wrote a poem on the life of
Christ. It is her personal story of the satisfying love of
Jesus, and His love strengthening her walk in Christ.
I love to tell the story
Of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and His glory,
Of Jesus and His love.
I love to tell the story,

Because I know ‘tis true
It satisfies my longings
As nothing else can do.

Creator, help us to lift our eyes to you in the midst of
our loneliness and stress; you are our strength and
answer to our affliction. We ask that you will make us to
live this way – not somehow – but triumphantly.

HOLY WEEK
Holy Week, the final days of Jesus that began with
Palm Sunday and ended with His crucifixion, is a
significant time in Christianity. There are two
historic events that occurred more than two
thousand years ago, during Holy Week, and are
celebrated by Christians, and Messianic Jews
(Christian Jews), every spring. One event is Palm
Sunday, the other is The Last Supper. Both show
Jesus' love for us, and both show His passion to
"save" us! Take a short journey with me as we
“witness” God’s holiness in these events.

Palm Sunday, the first day of Holy Week, begins
our journey. Just days before His crucifixion, Jesus
made His triumphant entry into Jerusalem on a
donkey. Large crowds, which had gathered for the
Passover feast, shouted “Hosanna: Blessed is the
King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord”
(John 12:13). For many years, the Israelites had
been waiting for their King’s arrival. Rejoicing,
some spread their cloaks on the road for Jesus to
ride on, while others cut branches from the palm
trees and spread them on His path—because that
was treatment for a king. And now, on this glorious
day…their King had finally arrived!
Passover, the celebration of the Israelites’ freedom
from 400 years of Egyptian slavery, their exodus to
the promised land, and the miracles God
performed for them; ends our journey. Jesus
gathered His disciples to celebrate the Passover
meal, memorialized by Christians as the Last
Supper. As they ate, Jesus took bread, and when

by Minister Brenda Hailey

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to His
disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body."
Then he took a cup, and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it,
all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which
is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins”
(Matthew 26:26-28). After this, Jesus took off His
outer garment, tied it around His waist, and
poured water into a basin to wash His disciple’s
feet. Peter did not think it was appropriate for
Jesus to do this, but Jesus told him “unless I wash
you, you have no part with me” (John 13:8). It is
clear, The Last Supper is a significant event that
proclaimed a turning point in God’s plan for us!
Holy Week, the last week of Jesus’ life, celebrates
God raising His son from the dead, and the
destruction of the power of sin and death forever.
It is an important reminder to Christians of God's
sacrifice of His son, and God's love for His people.
Although we only “witnessed” Palm Sunday and
The Last Supper, we can learn a lot about Jesus
from all the events that occurred the last week of
His life. As we end our journey; let us reflect upon
Jesus’ sacrifice and remember Holy Week, and
these two events that took place prior to the
fulfillment of God’s plan for the world—the death,
burial, and resurrection of Jesus.
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The Spring Feast
by Brother Karl Kersey

In Leviticus 23:1-2, God said to Moses, “Speak to
the Israelites and say to them, these are My
appointed feasts, which you are to proclaim as
sacred assemblies.”
There are a total of seven feasts spoken of in
Leviticus 23: four in the spring and three in the fall.
These feasts are a revelation of the Messiah. When
you look at the seven feasts and the order that they
occur, they form an amazing outline of the
Messiah’s redemptive work. For this article we are
going to focus on the first four, known as the Spring
Feasts.
The first Spring Feast, Passover, or Pesach is a time
of rejoicing! It is a Feast of the Lord that should be
celebrated by all of those who have found their
salvation through Jesus Christ. In 1 Corinthians 5:78, we are instructed to keep the Feast of Passover as
a celebration of the sacrifice that Jesus made for us
and the mercy that God has had on us.
The second feast is the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
It is a seven-day feast that is kicked off the evening
of Passover. Jesus told us, “He is the Unleavened
Bread of Passover” (Mark 14:22), and we are urged
in the New Testament to keep the Feast with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth (1
Corinthians 5:6-8). So, as you can see, this Feast is
extremely significant to the life of the believer
because choosing Jesus means you are choosing
the bread of life (John 6:35) who takes away the
sins of the world.
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Third is the Feast of First Fruits. It’s a biblical holiday
first commanded by God to be observed in the Old
Testament. The Feast of First Fruits is an incredibly
special and significant day for Christians because it
signifies Jesus as the first fruits of “those who have
fallen asleep: and points us to our resurrection
promise"(1 Cor 15:20).
Feast of Weeks, also known as Shavuot or
Pentecost, occurs 50 days after First Fruits. It is a
celebration of God’s revealed will to us and of
God’s fulfilled promise to write His law on our
hearts (Jeremiah 31:33) and to never leave us or
forsake us (Deuteronomy 31:6, Matthew 28:20). The
Holy Spirit was given on Pentecost, and as you can
see from Jeremiah, God has been planning on
giving His Spirit to us for a long time. This was all in
His plan and He has promised this from the
beginning.
Every one of the feasts that God commands in the
Old Testament are foreshadows of promises to be
fulfilled through Jesus Christ. They are rehearsals
for the real thing to come. What a precious gift it is
to know the revealed will of God through the Holy
Spirit. He reveals God’s commandments, His law,
the inspired works of Scripture and the words of the
Messiah. Not only does the Holy Spirit help us to
please our Creator, but He wants us to know the
plans He has for us.

POET’S CORNER:
Mothers Have Big Feet (Satire) by Psalloman
A thought came by that made me smile
Invited it to stay a while
It grew into a big ole pile
said, Mothers have big feet.
It spoke aloud but gave no clues

And then appeared Mom’s high heeled shoes
A toddler walking… in her two’s
the image was so sweet.
What thoughts go on inside her head
Instinctive or just being led
A baby in a woman’s stead
the challenges she’ll meet.
Hats off to Moms, this is your day
The Queens of life in every way
Seen through the eyes of kids at play
the ranks of the elite.
Happy Mother’s Day, Mom!
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JUST FOR FUN
SUBMITTED BY YVONNE WOODSON

Burger King
Two Tourists were driving through Louisiana. As they were approaching
Natchitoches, they started arguing about the pronunciation of the town. They
argued back and forth until they stopped for lunch. As they stood at the
counter, one tourist asked the young lady at the cash register, "Before we order,
could you please settle an argument for us? Would you please pronounce
where we are... very slowly?” The young woman leaned over the counter and
said,
" Burrrrr, Gerrrrrr, Kiiiing.“

Paint The Porch
A young student was trying to earn some money over the summer. He knocked
at the door of a rich man's house and asked if there was anything he could do.
"Yes”, the man replied, “you can paint the porch. The paint and brushes are in
the garage." Three hours later, the student came back and reported, "Well, it's
all painted, but I got to tell you, that's not a Porsche; it's a Ferrari."

Two Gooses
Uncle Larry from Michigan mailed an order to his butcher in Ohio. First he
began the note, "Kindly send two gooses." That didn't seem right, so he started
over again with, "Kindly send two geeses." Still he wasn't satisfied. He settled his
dilemma by writing finally, "Kindly send me a goose." Then he signed his name
and added a P.S; "Send another one with it.
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